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	Uzbekistan 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments throughout. We no longer advise against all but essential travel to Kara-Su.
SUMMARY
· You should avoid all but essential travel to areas bordering Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan other than via authorised crossing points. Uzbekistan’s borders are potential flashpoints and some are mined.
· There is a high threat from terrorism in Uzbekistan. You should be aware of the potential risk of indiscriminate attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. You should be particularly vigilant in public places. Pay attention to any security announcements by the Uzbek authorities.
· We advise the local British community to be vigilant and stay in touch with the Embassy. We also advise visitors, even short-term ones, to register with the Embassy.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling to Uzbekistan. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

There is a high threat from terrorism in Uzbekistan. You should be aware of the potential risk of indiscriminate attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. You should be particularly vigilant in public places. Pay attention to any security announcements by the Uzbek authorities.

A series of incidents in March/April 2004, including shootings and bombings, left over 40 people dead. Suicide bombings near the US and Israeli Embassies and at the Uzbek Prosecutor’s Office on 30 July 2004 reportedly killed four people and injured at least eight.

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice. You should be particularly vigilant in public places, including those frequented by tourists, and pay attention to security announcements by the Uzbek authorities.

Crime

There have been occasional muggings and petty crime against foreigners, sometimes by off-duty policemen or those pretending to be policemen. Keep valuables out of sight and avoid unlit or remote areas. You should avoid obvious displays of wealth, especially in rural areas. You should avoid walking alone at night.

Political Situation

An armed gang attacked a police station and military unit in Andizhan in eastern Uzbekistan on 13 May 2005, releasing, amongst them political prisoners. Reports vary widely on the numbers released. Around 2,000 protesters gathered in Andizhan town square on 13 May, some occupying the Mayor’s office. Government troops are reported to have fired on protestors that evening. Eyewitnesses have put the figure of dead in the hundreds. The government said that 187 had been killed in the violence. There were also several protests in the Uzbek border town of Kara-Su (Ilychevsk) with a number of arrests.

Parliamentary elections passed off peacefully on 26 December 2004. Opposition parties were refused registration to field candidates.

Local Travel

Uzbekistan’s borders are potential flashpoints and some are mined. You should avoid all but essential travel to areas bordering Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan other than via authorised crossing points.

Throughout 2004, there were disturbances in bazaars in Kokand, Ferghana, Jizzakh and Bokhara in protest at the introduction of restrictive new trade laws.  Demonstrators threw stones and set police cars alight during some of them. However, these have not yet been repeated this year.

If you wish to travel to Termez and other areas of the Surkhandarya region you will need a permit. You can apply for the permit from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Tashkent: they usually take five days to process.

International driving licences are valid in Uzbekistan.

Road Safety

There are security checkpoints at the city limits of Tashkent and other towns throughout the country. Travellers may experience delays in reaching their destination if travelling by car. In Tashkent it is safer to use official taxis. Take care if driving, as many roads are poor and badly lit.

Rail Safety

Be careful when travelling long distances  by train. If you have to travel overnight, store valuables in a safe place. Do not leave the compartment unattended, and secure the door from the inside.

Air Safety

We do not know whether maintenance procedures on aircraft used for internal flights are properly observed. For safety, you should where possible use a direct flight originating outside Eastern Europe and Central Asia.

On 13 January 2004, an Uzbekistan Airways internal flight crashed in Tashkent. Some foreigners were among those killed. An investigation to establish the cause of the crash has not yet reported.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Possession and use of drugs is illegal and, if found guilty, you could face a lengthy prison sentence in basic conditions.

 

Photographing apparently innocent subjects can upset the authorities and you should check before using a camera, especially near airports, military barracks and police stations.

 

Uzbekistan has a secular constitution. Most Uzbek people are Muslims.

 

Homosexuality is illegal under Uzbek law and is still very much frowned upon socially. You should take care over public displays of affection.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British nationals need a visa to enter Uzbekistan, which you should get before you travel.  If you plan to travel to neighbouring countries from Uzbekistan, you should also get your visa in advance, rather than trying to buy it at the border. http://www.uzbekembassy.org/
 

You should get a visa to cover your entire stay before you arrive. Do not try to cross the border illegally as the absence of entry/exit stamps will cause problems (e.g. possible detention, fines) when you try to leave or re-enter. Do not overstay your visa and ensure you have onward visas for other countries if travelling elsewhere. It is not always easy or possible to extend your visa if you wish to remain in the country for longer than you  had originally intended.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact http://www.uzbekembassy.org/
HEALTH
You should drink only bottled water.

 

Outbreaks of Hepatitis A, Meningitis and Diphtheria have occurred in Uzbekistan. You should seek medical advice before travelling. There have been confirmed cases of malaria contracted in the southern Sukhandarya province. You should consult your doctor about anti-malarial drugs before travelling to this area.

 

Comprehensive medical and travel insurance, including evacuation by air ambulance, is essential. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk

Avian Influenza (Bird Flu)

Since January 2004, there have been no reported cases of Bird Flu (also known as Avian Flu and Avian Influenza) in birds, other animals or humans in Uzbekistan. However, there have been a number of deaths in Asia confirmed as resulting from Bird Flu and the World Health Organisation (WHO) has reported the possibility of a human flu pandemic following this outbreak. Further information and advice is provided in: Avian Influenza FCO Factsheet
 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 
Uzbekistan is located in an active seismic zone.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas please see: What We Can Do To Help.

You should bring enough money for the duration of your stay. Only change money through official exchange booths.

 

You should ensure that your next of kin details are entered into the back of your passport. Make a copy of your passport and driving licence and store these separately from the originals.

 

You should register with the Embassy even if you are only a short term visitor and inform the Embassy of any changes to your itinerary.

 

It is advisable to carry a photocopy of your passport at all times. Requests to produce proof of identity, for example by the police, are frequent.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
67, Gulyamov Street
Tashkent 700000


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(99871) 1207852

(99871) 1206451

(99871) 1206288

(99871) 1207852

(99871) 1207853

(99871) 1207854




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(99871) 1206549 (General) 

(99871) 1206430 (Consular Visa) 




	
	Email: 
	 
	brit@emb.uz 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Fri: 0400-0730 / 0830-1200

Local Time:
Mon-Fri: 0900-1230 / 1330-1700


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britain.uz/ 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Uzbekistan 
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