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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Summary. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Switzerland and Liechtenstein share with the rest of Europe a threat from international terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate and against civilian targets.
· Most visits to Switzerland and Liechtenstein are trouble-free.
· We strongly recommend that comprehensive travel and medical insurance is obtained before travelling. Alpine conditions can be hazardous and you should ensure that your insurance covers winter/mountain activities. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

Switzerland and Liechtenstein share with the rest of Europe a threat from international terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate and against civilian targets. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.

Crime

Most visits to Switzerland and Liechtenstein are trouble-free. There is a generally low rate of serious crime in Switzerland compared with other European countries. However, crime does occur and you should be aware that petty theft is on the increase. Be particularly alert to pickpockets, confidence tricksters and thieves in city centres, airports, railway stations and other public places. If travelling overnight by train, you should take precautions against being burgled while you sleep by opportunist thieves. You should not become involved with drugs of any kind.

Road Safety

All road users should follow instructions given by local police and officials on the main alpine transit routes, at bottlenecks and areas of heavy traffic congestion. Swiss traffic regulations are strenuously enforced. Any serious breach of the regulations can result in heavy fines and/or imprisonment.

Alpine winters often make driving more difficult. You should equip your car with winter tyres and snow-chains, and check road conditions prior to departure. The Swiss motoring organisation, TCS, has up-to-date information on its website: http://www.tcs.ch.

A valid UK, or other EU/EEA, driving licence is sufficient for driving in Switzerland and Liechtenstein. There is no need for an International Driving Permit. Drivers can find up-to-date information about road closures at: http://mct.sbb.ch/. Information about rails services is available at: http://mct.sbb.ch.

HEALTH
You should ensure that you have comprehensive travel and medical insurance before arriving in Switzerland and Liechtenstein and, if appropriate, that this includes cover for mountain sports and air ambulance costs.

 

All visitors to Switzerland and Liechtenstein You should obtain a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) before leaving the UK. The EHIC replaces Form E111, which still remains valid until the end of 2005. The EHIC is available free of charge through most United Kingdom post offices or through the UK Department of Health via their website at: www.dh.gov.uk or by telephoning 0800 555 7777 and obtaining their leaflet "Health Advice for Travellers". The E111form/EHIC is not a substitute for medical and travel insurance, but entitles you to emergency medical treatment on the same terms as Swiss nationals. You will not be covered for medical repatriation, on-going medical treatment or treatment of a non-urgent nature.

 

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling.  You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

 

An agreement between the EU and Switzerland came into force on 1 June 2002. If you are a national of the UK or any other EU country, a Swiss national, a stateless person or refugee and you live in the UK, you can use the form E111/EHIC to get reduced cost immediately necessary healthcare when visiting Switzerland. Your dependent family members and survivors are also covered, regardless of their nationality. If you claim treatment under the E111/EHIC scheme, you will still have to pay the full costs of medical treatment first and claim a refund from the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) upon return to the UK. You will have to pay 50% of the costs of any "medically required" ambulance transport within Switzerland, including air ambulance. Similar arrangements apply to Liechtenstein. Detailed information about the E111/EHIC scheme, the treatment available under the EU/Switzerland healthcare agreement and general healthcare advice for travellers can be obtained from the Department of Health's website at www.dh.gov.uk.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

SPORTS ACTIVITIES AND WINTER SPORTS
 

Alpine travellers should take out complementary insurance to cover extra medical costs such as repatriation. Ensure you are covered for sports activities such as skiing, potholing and mountaineering. Travel insurance must also include mountain rescue services and helicopter costs.

 

You should be aware of the risks involved in the more hazardous sports activities. You should also take note of weather forecasts and conditions, which can change by the minute in the mountains. You should be well equipped, not undertake the activity alone, study the itinerary and inform someone of your plans. Off-piste skiers should follow the advice given by local authorities and guides; to ignore such advice could put yourselves and other mountain users in danger.

 

LIECHTENSTEIN

Conditions in Liechtenstein are similar to those in Switzerland and this advice is equally applicable there. However, the crime rate is generally lower than in Switzerland.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Thunstrasse 50 
3005 Berne 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(41) (31) 359 7700

(41) (31) 359 7741 Consular 

(41) (31) 359 7739 Management Officer/HM Consul 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(41) (31) 359 7701 General 

(41) (31) 359 7769 Political and Information Section 

(41) (31) 359 7765 Consular 




	
	Email: 
	 
	info@britain-in-switzerland.ch 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	0730-1130 / 1230-1600 (GMT)
0830-1230 / 1330-1700 (Local Time) 


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britain-in-switzerland.ch/ 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Switzerland 
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