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	Suriname 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Health and General sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Burglary, armed robbery and violent crime occur with some frequency in Paramaribo and in outlying areas.
· Most visits to Suriname are trouble-free.
· The threat from terrorism is low.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
The threat from terrorism in Suriname is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners Please read: Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 

Burglary, armed robbery and violent crime occur with some frequency in Paramaribo and in outlying areas. Pickpocketing and robbery are increasingly common in the major business and shopping districts in the capital.  You should avoid wearing expensive jewellery or displaying large amounts of money in public. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers cheques should be kept separately.

 
You should avoid the Palm Garden (Palmentium) area in Paramaribo, especially at night. Walking at night is not recommended anywhere in the city.

 

Travel in the interior is generally trouble-free, although there have been reports of tourists being robbed. Travellers to the interior are advised to make use of well-established tour companies.

 

Local Travel
 

Land and maritime borders between Suriname and Guyana are in dispute. If you are near the border area you should keep this in mind and exercise due caution.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Drug trafficking is a serious offence. Possession and trafficking in drugs leads to lengthy prison sentences and heavy fines.  Pack all luggage yourself and do not carry any items that do not belong to you.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British visitors require visas to enter Suriname. They must be obtained in advance. Visa information can be obtained from the Suriname Consulate in Amsterdam; (Tel: +11 31 206 426 137; Fax: +11 31 206 465 311)

 

British nationals arriving from Guyana, French Guiana and Brazil are required to show proof of a yellow fever vaccination.

 

All passengers leaving Suriname must pay a departure tax. The current fee is 35 US dollars/27 Euros. It cannot be paid in Surinamese dollars; only US dollars or Euros are accepted.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

 

Medical facilities are severely limited. You are strongly advised to ensure that your insurance covers the cost of medical evacuation.

 

Malaria is prevalent in certain areas outside Paramaribo.

 

You should be aware of the high prevalence of the HIV/AIDS virus and take standard precautions to avoid exposure.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk
GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

Credit cards are not widely accepted outside the major hotels in Suriname. You should check with your intended hotel to confirm that credit cards are accepted. You should bring sufficient currency to cover your anticipated expenditure. Please note that sterling cannot be exchanged; you should bring with you US dollars or Euros.

 

Also, Automatic Teller Machine (ATM) locations should be confirmed with your card provider before travel.

 

Long term visitors to Suriname should register their presence with the British Honorary Consulate.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Honorary Consul
c/o VSH United Buildings 
Van't Hogerhuysstraat 9-11
P O Box 1860 
Paramaribo


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(597) 402558

(597) 402870




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(597) 403515 

(597) 403824 




	
	Email: 
	 
	britishconsulate@vshunited.com 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Fri: 1100-1915

Local Time:
Mon-Fri: 0800-1615


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Suriname 
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