                                                                          Page: 11 of 11
                                                                          Nigeria (December 20, 2005)

                                                                          Travel Advice by County

                                                                          U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office

Country: Nigeria
Title: Travel Advice by Country

Issued: December 20, 2005

Source: U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office

	


	
	Nigeria 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Air Safety section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all travel to the Bakassi Peninsula. We also advise against all but essential travel to Bayelsa State and to the riverine areas in Rivers and Delta States.
· Localised outbreaks of civil unrest can occur at short notice. Details and advice are circulated via the British High Commission's Community Liaison Officers' network.
· Violent crime is prevalent in the south of the country, including Lagos.
· You should be aware of the threat from terrorism in Nigeria. A statement issued by Usama Bin Laden in February 2003 called for an uprising by Muslims in a number of countries including Nigeria. He suggested that ‘faithful Muslims’ rise up against the Nigerian Government. He also referred to “support for brothers” in Nigeria in December 2004.
· You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

You should be aware of the threat from terrorism in Nigeria. A statement issued by Usama Bin Laden in February 2003 called for an uprising by Muslims in a number of countries, including Nigeria. He suggested that "faithful Muslims" rise up against the Nigerian Government. He also referred to “support for brothers” in Nigeria in December 2004.

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security and General Tips" in the "While You Are There" section and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" page on the FCO website for further advice and information.

Crime

Violent street crimes including armed robberies, muggings and car-jackings are prevalent in the south of the country including Lagos.

Hostage taking for ransom has occurred in Delta, River and Bayelsa States. Local youths have occupied oil facilities, including offshore rigs, to extort money from oil companies. We do not advise against all travel to the Delta region, but you should be vigilant at all times and should not travel to the riverine area of Delta, Rivers and Bayelsa States unless it is essential. You should seek local advice about travel by contacting one of the British High Commission offices and should make sure that local hosts/family know your travel plans and timings. If you are a resident British national, you should follow your employers' local security guidelines.

There have been attacks of piracy/armed robbery against ships at anchor in Nigerian waters and at many of the rivers and harbours in the Niger Delta area. We advise mariners to take appropriate precautions.

Foreign visitors and residents can be targeted by scam artists. The scams come in many forms, and can pose great financial loss to victims. Relatives or friends in the UK should first check with the person who has travelled to Nigeria before becoming involved in the transfer of money to Nigeria. If you are concerned about someone who has travelled to Nigeria you should contact Consular Section of the Deputy High Commission, Lagos.

Scam artists are also targeting individuals in the UK. There are a myriad of schemes in operation by West African criminal networks designed to facilitate victims parting with money, known as advance fee or 419 fraud. Nigerian scam artists are also known to be targeting internet dating/personal sites with the intention of soliciting money from victims. For further information an advance fee fraud please see: West African advance fee Fraud Alert

Political Situation

Demonstrations and outbreaks of localised civil unrest and violence can occur with little notice throughout the country. The most recent incidents occurred in the Niger Delta (Rivers, Delta and Anambra), North (Sokoto, Kano) and Central Nigeria (Taraba, Plateau, Adamawa and Benue states) and the Cross-Rivers and Ebonyi border. Details of these are circulated to the British community via the British High Commission's Community Liaison Officers' network.

Demonstrations for or against Sharia law may occur in northern states and can become violent without warning. There have also been demonstrations about the situation in the Middle East. British nationals are not specifically targeted. However, they and their vehicles may become caught up in a demonstration or disturbance.

Local Travel

We advise against all but essential travel to Bayelsa State and to the riverine areas in Rivers, and Delta states. In Bayelsa State, there have been demonstrations and there is now an increased military presence in the State Capital Yenagoa, following the return on 21 November 2005 of the state Governor, after he absconded while on bail in London on charges of money laundering. In Rivers state, there were serious outbreaks of violence between gangs and the army in 2004. This situation is still not secure and could deteriorate suddenly, including within Port Harcourt. There have been threats against oil production facilities and expatriates following the arrest of a gang leader on 20 September 2005. Visitors and residents should take care when travelling in the area and seek local advice. If you are a resident British national, you should follow your employer’s local security guidelines.

In Delta State, long running tensions over political boundaries and control of local councils escalated into outbreaks of severe violence in 2003. A significant army presence in Warri has kept the peace since then despite continued tensions, including warnings by local groups, most recently on 15 December 2004, that foreign nationals should leave Warri South-West local government area. Violence in the riverine area is prevalent. Two US and five Nigerian oil sector workers were killed in an attack on their boat in April 2004. Resident and visitors should take care when travelling in the area and seek local advice. Two British oil workers were kidnapped on 28 September in Warri, Delta State. They were released on 29 September.


Because of a long running territorial dispute between Nigeria and Cameroon, we advise against all travel to the Bakassi Peninsula in the southern border area. Despite efforts to resolve matters peacefully, tension in the area remains high.

There have been recent localised outbreaks of violence in Benue State and on the border between Cross River and Ebonyi states. Residents and visitors should take care when travelling in the area and seek local advice.

Road Safety

You should arrange to be met on arrival at all Nigerian international airports by someone who knows you or who properly identifies himself (bogus greeters are a problem).

There are frequent reports of robberies and carjackings, some involving armed gunmen, on Nigeria's road network. You should be vigilant when travelling on all major roads within Nigeria. You should avoid travel after dark outside cities. You should also take care after dark within cities, avoiding secondary roads and areas where other traffic is light. You should be particularly vigilant when sitting in traffic jams or at traffic lights at night. You should keep your car windows and doors locked and valuables out of sight.

There are authorised as well as unauthorised vehicle checkpoints throughout Nigeria. Some are for security checks, others to extort small payments of money. Travellers should slow down at any type of checkpoint and use common sense at all times.

Public transport is dangerous. Taxis and long distance buses are poorly maintained and are often driven by fraudulent drivers. Most major hotels offer cars for hire with drivers. We would recommend that you use these where possible.

Road travel in Lagos is banned between 07:00 and 10:00 on the last Saturday of every month for municipal road clean up; police vigilantly enforce the ban.

Air Safety

There are a number of domestic airlines, although there are concerns about their reliability. A Boeing 737 operated by Bellview Airlines crashed en route from Lagos to Abuja on 22 October 2005, killing all 117 passengers and crew. An MD9 operated by Sosoliso Airlines crashed on landing in Port Harcourt from Abuja on 10 December 2005, killing almost all 110 passengers and crew. The causes of the crashes are not yet known.

Following the crashes, British government staff based in Nigeria are strongly urged to use Virgin Nigeria and Aerocontractors wherever possible but have discretion to use other airlines to destinations not served by these 2 airlines where they judge that the risks of travel by road are at least as great.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Nigeria has the largest Muslim population in Africa. You should exercise discretion in behaviour and dress, particularly in the north and especially when visiting religious sites.

The Sharia penal code has been introduced in 12 northern states (Sokoto, Zamfara, Kebbi, Kano, Yobe, Borno, Katsina, Jigawa, Bauchi, Kaduna, Niger and Gombe). Homosexuality in those states by Muslims can attract a sentence of 100 lashes if the defendant is unmarried or stoning if married or divorced. Alcohol consumption, infidelity and theft can attract harsh sentences including stoning, amputation, lashes or long prison terms. Non-Muslims are not bound by Sharia law.

Homosexuality is illegal under Federal law, covering the whole of Nigeria, but individuals are rarely prosecuted.

Possession, use or trafficking in illegal drugs is a serious offence and can result in lengthy prison sentences and heavy fines.

It is illegal to import beer, mineral water, soft drinks, sparkling wine, fruits, vegetables, cereals, eggs, textile fabrics, jewellery, and precious metals. It is illegal to export pieces of African art, particularly antiques, without written authorisation from the Department of Antiquities. You should contact the Nigerian High Commission for specific information regarding customs requirements.

Photography in airports may lead to arrest.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
All British nationals travelling to Nigeria must hold a valid visa before entering the country. British nationals planning to work in Nigeria must obtain the correct visa before doing so. For further information on entry requirements, we advise visitors to contact the Nigerian representation in the UK.

Travellers holding passports with less than six months validity left may be turned away by airlines. You are advised to get a replacement passport before travelling.

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country.  For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Nigerian High Commission in London.

HEALTH
Basic, limited medical facilities are available in some parts of Nigeria. You should ensure that you have comprehensive travel and medical insurance, which covers a provision for medical evacuation. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
 

You should check with your UK doctor well in advance of travelling to Nigeria as regards inoculations. Anti-malarial medication (to be started before travel to Nigeria) is essential. HIV/AIDS is prevalent. The WHO is warning that there is currently a high risk of polio infection in northern Nigeria; travellers are urged to adhere to immunisation requirements. Visitors to Nigeria (especially to the north) should also be aware that there are regular outbreaks of cholera. There has been a recent outbreak of cholera in Sokoto State, which has claimed about 30 lives so far. An outbreak of cholera caused 17 deaths in Delta State in January 2005, and an outbreak of lassa fever caused 10 deaths in Ekpoma Town, Edo State in March 2005. There are also regular outbreaks of measles (over 500 deaths reported over the past year). For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

Nigeria is a cash economy. Travellers should ensure that they bring enough currency (Sterling, US Dollars or Euros) to cover their costs. It is illegal to change money on the street. We strongly advise against the use of credit cards throughout Nigeria. Travellers' cheques are difficult to cash in Nigeria.

 

We strongly advise British nationals staying in Nigeria for three months or more to register at the British High Commission in Abuja, British Deputy High Commission in Lagos, or Liaison offices in Kaduna, Port Harcourt and Ibadan, or with the Honorary Consuls in Kano and Warri.

 

As many crimes involve the theft of British passports, we advise you to keep a photocopy of your passport, kept separately from your passport. This will speed up the process of issuing a new one.

 

Airlines flying between Nigeria and London can occasionally become severely overbooked. As a result, airlines advise travellers to reconfirm their return booking at least 48 hours before they are due to depart, and to check in early.

 

CONTACT DETAILS
 

Please note that all consular enquiries should be directed to the Deputy British High Commission in Lagos.
 

Abuja
 
British High Commission (Trade/Investment and Visa Sections)

Dangote House,

Aguyi Ironsi Street

Wuse

Abuja

 

Telephone: (00 234) (9) 413 2010/2011/3885-7

Facsimile: (00 234) (9) 413 4565 or 3552

 

Office Hours: GMT: 07:00-14:30 Monday-Friday

                        Local: 08:00-15:30 Monday-Friday

 
Lagos
 
Deputy British High Commission

11 Walter Carrington Crescent

Victoria Island

Lagos

 

Telephone: (00 234) (1) 2619531, 2619537, 2619541

Facsimile: (00 234) (1) 2614021 or 2625940

 

E-mail: consular.lagos@fco.gov.uk

 

Office Hours: GMT 07:00-14:30

                      Local: 08:00-15:30

 

Port Harcourt
 

British High Commission Liaison Office

300 Olu Obasanjo Road

Port Harcourt

Rivers State

 

Telephone: (00 234) (84) 237173

Facsimile: (00 234) (84) 237172

 

E-mail: liaison@bhcph.com

 

Kano
 

Honorary Consulate

Tamandu Court
5 Tamandu Close
Nassarawa
Kano

 

Telephone: (00 234) (64) 631686

Facsimile: (00 234) (64) 632590

 

E-mail: bhckan@ecnx.net

 

Warri
 

Honorary Consulate

Unit 6, Jefia Estate

62 Enerhen Road

Warri

Delta State

 

Tel/Fax: (00 234) (53) 245523 or 255929

 

E-mail: melhenthorn@hyperia.com

 
Ibadan
 
British Liaison Office

Rotimi Williams Avenue

Bodija

Ibadan

 

Telephone: (00 234) (22) 810 4953

 

Email: blo.ibadan@skannet.com

 

Kaduna
 

British High Commission Liaison Office

3 Independence Way

Kaduna

 

Telephone: (00 234) (62) 243380/1

Facsimile: (00 234) (62) 237267

 

E-mail: bhc.kad@wwwlkad.com
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