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	Niger 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Crime section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all travel to the Aïr Massif, Ténéré and Kaouar regions due to clashes between the Nigerien security forces and armed groups. It is possible, however, to travel north from Agadez as far as the tree of Ténéré and south as far as the Termit Massif.
· We advise against all travel to the Azawagh area, particularly the area between the Malian and Algerian borders and the Nigerien towns of Tahoua and Ingall, and to the east of the Aïr Massif and the area north of Iferouane up to the Algerian border.
· Border areas are generally insecure and we advise avoiding a 200km deep zone along the borders with Mali, Algeria/Libya and Chad.
· We advise against all but essential travel on the Agadez-Arlit road. Certain roads are permanently closed to tourists without special authorisation (see 'Local Travel' for details).
· There is no British Embassy in Niger. The British Ambassador to Niger resides in Accra, Ghana. Our Honorary Consul can only offer limited consular assistance in an emergency.
· You should always use local guides and seek local advice when travelling outside of the main towns and in desert areas, and avoid travelling after dark.
· Niger is facing a serious food crisis affecting up to 2.5 million people. A major international relief operation is underway. If you are considering travelling outside major towns you should ensure you take adequate provisions.
· Terrorists are active in countries neighbouring Niger, including Algeria and Chad. You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling.  You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

Terrorists are active in countries neighbouring Niger, including Algeria and Chad. You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" pages of the FCO website for further information and advice.

Crime

There have been incidents of armed banditry and kidnap by extremist groups in the wider region, which may also affect Niger, particularly in the northern half of the country and the border areas with Mali and Algeria.  On 2 December, a French tourist was killed by bandits near Agadez after the car he was travelling in failed to stop at a road block.

Extreme poverty means that levels of crime, especially in the capital Niamey, are high. Foreigners are frequently targeted. Recent incidents include car jackings, burglaries and muggings. The areas around the Gaweye Hotel, National Museum, Petit Marché are particularly prone to muggings and you should not walk alone there, or cross the Kennedy Bridge on foot at any time.

On 22 February 2004, around 50 armed men attacked and robbed three groups of tourists along the eastern border of the Aïr Massif. Attacks against tourists have also taken place at El Meki between Agadez and Timia. The Air and Ténéré regions are particularly prone to attacks of this kind and you should exercise particular care when travelling in these areas. Whenever possible, you should travel in a convoy of at least two vehicles accompanied by a local guide and a member of the security forces. The killing of eight Nigeriens at the beginning of September 2004 highlights the lack of security in this region. (See also ‘Local Travel’). There have also been incidents of Nigeriens being killed in the course of hold-ups and robberies on public transport buses travelling between Tahoua and Agadez and between Agadez and Arlit.

Banditry, smuggling and other criminal activity is also common in border areas (e.g. Algeria-Mali-Niger, Nigeria-Chad-Niger) and can constitute a real risk to travellers, especially after dark.

Overall, Niger remains economically depressed and there is a risk to travellers from criminal elements throughout the country. You should beware of pickpockets in markets and other crowded areas. Car thieves often target off-road vehicles. Take elementary precautions such as ensuring car doors are locked at all times. Avoid carrying valuables or wearing expensive jewellery in public. Do not walk alone after dark, even in town.

Political Situation

The political situation is generally stable. In Niamey, demonstrations involving students and public sector workers are fairly frequent. Although these are, for the most part, peaceful, they can on occasion turn violent and you should take care to avoid all crowds and demonstrations.

Mamadou Tandja won a second and final term in the second round of  presidential elections in December 2004.

Local Travel

Due to attacks on tourists and general insecurity, we advise against all travel to the following areas:

· the Aïr Massif, the Ténéré and Kaouar regions; 

· the Azawagh area, particularly the area between the Malian and Algerian borders and the towns of Tahoua and Ingall; 

· the east of the Aïr Massif and the area north of Iferouane up to the Algerian border, an area of 200km deep along the borders with Mali, Algeria/Libya and Chad. 

We also advise against all but essential travel on the Agadez-Arlit road.

 

The roads listed below in northern Niger are permanently closed to tourists, except with special authorisation:

· Chirfa (Djado) / Djanet (Algeria) 

· Achouloma (north Djado) / Salvador Pass (Libya) 

· Adrar Bous (north Aïr) / Djanet (Algeria) 

· Adrar Bous (north Aïr) / In Azawa (Algeria) 

You should always seek local advice and use local travel agents and guides when travelling outside main towns and in desert areas. Make sure that you or your local travel agent has all the necessary permits for your journey and that you leave details of your itinerary with the local authorities. You should carry an independent satellite phone when travelling off the beaten track. You should prepare well in advance for any journey and ensure that you have a sufficient supply of drinking water and food. You should not travel at night, particularly outside towns.

Road Safety

The main roads between Niamey and other large towns are generally satisfactory by African standards. Buses operate on routes between Niamey and other large towns, but distances are long and buses are prone to mechanical failure. Other risks include potholes, poorly lit oncoming vehicles and the paucity of medical facilities in the case of an accident. In Niamey only main roads are tarmacked and street lighting is poor. Taxis are available but, like other vehicles, are often in unsound mechanical condition. Driving standards are poor.

In the case of an accident, you should go immediately to the nearest police station to file a report. Remaining on the spot risks being taken to task, sometimes violently, by the local population.

UK driving licences are not valid. If you plan to drive in Niger, you should obtain an international driving licence. This is valid for a period of three months, after which you need to obtain a Nigerien licence. To obtain this you are required to hand over your UK (not international) licence, which will be returned to you at the end of your stay. It is important to carry car papers and ID when travelling, especially on journeys outside of the main towns.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
You should not photograph military or government installations.

 

Niger is a Moslem country, where dress tends to be conservative and women are expected to dress modestly.

 

Visitors who commit criminal offences, for example, drugs trafficking can expect to be subjected to local law. Local prison conditions are harsh. Homosexuality is illegal, but in practice is tolerated if discreet.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will require a valid visa and a certificate of vaccination against Yellow Fever to enter Niger. There are Embassies in Paris and Brussels but not in London.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Embassy of Niger in Paris.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive medical and travel insurance before travelling. This should include cover for medical treatment and evacuation, accidents, cancelled flights and stolen cash, credit cards, passport and luggage. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

Meningitis outbreaks occur frequently particularly in the dry season from February to July. HIV/AIDS, malaria and waterborne diseases such as cholera are prevalent. There has been a recent outbreak of cholera in Niamey and the surrounding area. Epidemics of this kind are common in the rainy season from July-October. Medical facilities are poor, even in Niamey. Serious medical treatment would require evacuation to Europe. You are therefore advised to take medical advice before travelling and ensure all appropriate vaccinations are up to date.

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

There is no British Embassy in Niger. The British Ambassador to Niger resides in Accra. Our Honorary Consul, Mrs Susan Jarrett, can only offer limited consular assistance in an emergency.

 

The nearest British mission to issue British passports is the High Commission in Accra, Ghana. Passport applications may be submitted by any of the following methods:

· Submit in person to the High Commission in Accra; if one week’s prior notice is given before arrival in Accra arrangements can be made for the passport to be issued expeditiously. 

· Forward completed application by courier enclosing a cfa bank draft from Ecobank to the value of the passport service required (please check the British High Commission website). Replacement passports cannot be returned by courier but may be collected by a third party if the individual concerned presents identification and an original letter of authorisation from the holder. This process can be completed within ten working days. 

Niger is a cash based society. Credit cards are rarely accepted even in the best hotels and restaurants. There are no ATMs. Banks accept travellers' cheques: you will have to produce your passport and the receipt for the cheques from the issuing bank.

 

You should carry ID (passport or residence permit) at all times, particularly when driving outside of the main towns, when the likelihood of having to produce ID is high.

 

The Central Bank (BCEAO) has issued the following new CFA notes and coins in Niger: 10,000, 5,000, 2,000 and 1,000 CFA notes; 500 and 200 CFA coins.

 

You should re-confirm onward/return flights 72 hours in advance.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
Osu Link
off Gamel Abdul Nasser Avenue
PO Box 296
Accra 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(00) (233) (21) 221665

(00) (233) (21) 7010650

(00) (233) (21) 7010721 Visa section 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(00) (233) (21) 7010655 

(00) (233) (21) 221715 Visa Section 




	
	Email: 
	 
	high.commission.accra@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Main Office:
Monday to Thursday 07:45 - 15:45 hours
Friday: 07:45 - 13:45 hours


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/ghana 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Niger 
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