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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Health and General sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· You should be aware that the Islands are used as a drug passageway from South America to Europe and North America. Never leave bags unattended nor agree to carry a package for anyone.
· Petty theft and street crime is on the increase, but most visits to Netherlands Antilles and Aruba are trouble-free.
· Tourist visas are only valid for 14 days. Extensions are available.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 

The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets including places frequented by foreigners. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 

Although British nationals visiting the Dutch Caribbean rarely encounter any difficulties or criminal activity, petty theft and street crime is on the increase. Violent crime amongst members of the drugs world is high, but rarely affects tourists. The main tourist areas are generally safe, but you are advised to take normal precautions and, for example, do not wander alone off the main roads, especially at night. Never take valuables to the beach. Make sure purses and handbags are closed and not easy to snatch.

 

Unfortunately, the islands continue to be used to smuggle illegal drugs from South America to Europe and North America. You should have a heightened sense of awareness of this problem and never leave bags unattended, nor under any circumstances discuss or agree to carry a package for anyone. Some airports have installed "body scanners" and you may be required to have a scan. Dutch authorities have also recently started screening all baggage and passengers from the Antilles to help tackle the growing problem.

 

Local Travel
 

Small buses are available to get around the islands. When taking a taxi, always check that it is a registered one and negotiate the price before taking the ride. Taxis do not have meters. Remote areas should always be avoided at night.

 

Road Safety
 
Traffic drives on the right-hand side - serious traffic jams are rare. Main road conditions are relatively good, but roads become extremely slippery when wet.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Local laws are essentially similar to Dutch law.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Tourist visas are only valid 14 days. Extensions are available at immigration.

Immigration is handled on an island basis so your passport is needed even when travelling from one island to another. However, there are no border formalities when crossing St Maarten from the Dutch side to the French side.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country.  For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact: Netherlands Representation in the UK
HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
 

Neither the E111 medical form nor the European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) is valid in any part of the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba.

 

Medical facilities are good on all the larger islands. Insect repellent is highly recommended.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk
 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 

The Caribbean hurricane season runs from June to November with late August and September generally being the peak time. Most hurricanes pass well to the north of the ABC (Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao) islands, which have no record of a recent major hurricane; there are occasional tropical storms. However, St. Maarten, Statia and Saba, and many other islands in the northern and eastern Caribbean have experienced some quite severe hurricanes in the last decade. For more information the local Meteorological Office has a website at: http://www.meteo.an/meteo2
GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help

The Netherlands Antilles and Aruba are separate countries (within the Kingdom of the Netherlands), with separate governments, central banks etc. The southern group (the “ABC” islands) lie within 50 miles of Venezuela while the northern group, consisting of St Maarten, St Eustatius (Statia) and Saba are some 600 miles to the north east, about 100 miles east of Puerto Rico. St Maarten is the Dutch side of an island that is half French (St Martin).
 
There is an Honorary Consulate in Curacao where passport, visa forms, emergency passports and general assistance can be obtained. Passport and visa forms are also available at the Parliament Building in Back Street, St Maarten and from Bureau of Foreign Affairs in Aruba.
 
The nearest British Diplomatic Mission for the ABC islands is the British Embassy in Caracas. For St Maarten it is the British High Commission in Barbados.
 
The local currency is the Antillean guilder (NAf) for the Netherlands Antilles and the Aruban Guilder (Afl). For both currencies 100 cents equals a guilder and both have been fixed to the US Dollar at approximately 1.80 NAf to 1USD. Local currency and US Dollar ATM machines (Maestro/Cirrus) are situated all over the islands. Major credit cards are accepted in practically all tourist establishments

CONTACT DETAILS

The Honorary Consulate is at: British Consulate, Jansofat 38, Curacao: (tel: +5999 747 33 22; fax: +5999 747 33 30); E-mail: britconcur@attglobal.net.
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