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	Mauritania 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Air Safety section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· A coup occurred in Mauritania on 3 August. The situation in the country appears to have stabilised somewhat, but further instability cannot be ruled out. We advise that British nationals visiting Mauritania exercise caution, and pay close attention to developments in the country. Travellers should be flexible, and be prepared to alter their plans at short notice.
· There is no British diplomatic presence in Mauritania and you should register your presence with the British Honorary Consul in Nouakchott. You should inform the Honorary Consul if you intend to travel to areas outside the main cities of Nouakchott and Nouadhibou.
· Mauritania shares with the rest of the region a threat from international terrorism to visibly western and British interests. You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· Travel in Mauritania can be difficult. Outside the main urban areas, there are currently only three paved roads. Conditions are otherwise poor for overland travel. Domestic flights operate between the main towns.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

Mauritania shares with the rest of the region a threat from international terrorism to visibly western and British interests. You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read “Security and General Tips” and “Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas” pages on the FCO website for further information and advice.

Crime

The level of crime in Mauritania is very low, though petty theft is on the increase. You should avoid the unlit and isolated beach at Nouakchott and ‘Le Cinquième’ district after dark.

Political Situation

A coup took place in Mauritania in the early hours of 3 August. The Military Council for Justice and Democracy appears to have firmly established itself in Nouakchott.

Although the situation is currently calm, further instability cannot be ruled out. All travellers should remain vigilant and exercise particular caution. You should be prepared to adjust travel plans at short notice in light of developments. You should also limit your movements, especially at night, in the vicinity of military installations, the presidential complex, and on major highways in and out of town. You are also advised to comply promptly with directions from the police and other Mauritanian security forces, and to carry copies of your personal identity papers (passport) with you at all times.

You should also be aware of the impact that the situation in Iraq, as well as the violence between the Israelis and Palestinians, has had across the Arab world and the risk of public disturbance in response. You should take sensible precautions for your personal safety and avoid political gatherings and demonstrations.

Local Travel

You should inform the Honorary Consul in Nouakchott if you intend to travel to areas outside the main cities of Nouakchott and Nouadhibou.

Road Safety

Off the paved roads, conditions are generally poor, and overland travel is difficult. There are three paved roads: one from Rosso to Nouakchott, Akjoujt and Atar; one from Nouakchott to Nema; and the third from Aleg to Boge and Kaeddi. But the route from Nouakchott to Nouadhibou is along the beach only. You are advised to use four wheel drive vehicles, check the tide times, travel in convoy and ensure you bring adequate supplies of water and fuel. Nouakchott and Nouadhibou have several tour companies, which are well equipped and will organise desert trips.

Rail Safety

The national mining company, SNIM, runs a train service for both people and vehicles between Nouadhibou and Atar (80km from Choum). It is essential to book in advance.

Air Safety

Air Mauritanie runs flights linking Nouakchott to Nouadhibou (daily), Zouerate, Atar, Kaedi, Kiffa, Tidjikja, Aioun and Nema.

It is advisable to reconfirm flights.

 

Significant deficiencies have been identified in the level of safety oversight that Mauritania gives to aircraft on its register and to the airlines that it certifies. Evidence also suggests that there may be safety deficiencies in Air Mauritanie’s operations. As a consequence, the Department for Transport is refusing to issue a permit for Air Mauritanie to operate commercial services to the UK.

Sea Safety

Sailing in the port at Nouadhibou can be dangerous because of the number of shallow shipwrecks.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Local laws reflect the fact that Mauritania is a Muslim country. You should respect local customs and sensitivities at all times, especially during the holy month of Ramadan.

You should respect Mauritanian laws and regulations. It is considerate to dress modestly. Sale and consumption of alcohol is against the law, although some restaurants do serve it. Police sometimes object to photography without prior permission.

Homosexuality remains a punishable offence in Mauritania.

Drugs laws are severe. Those found in the possession of any illegal drug may receive a prison sentence.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Visas are required for entry to Mauritania. They can be obtained prior to travel from the Mauritanian Embassy, 8 Carlos Place, Mayfair, London, W1K 3AS; (tel: 020 7478 9323; fax: 020 7478 9339). Overland travellers should obtain a visa before leaving the UK. The minimum passport validity for entry to Mauritania is 3 months. For latest information contact the Mauritania Embassy at Mauritania Embassy.

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Mauritania Embassy.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance

Medical facilities are extremely limited, particularly outside Nouakchott and Nouadhibou, where lack of communications makes dealing with an emergency very difficult. Clinics in Nouakchott and Nouadhibou charge for medical care (sometimes in Euros or US dollars), and may not accept foreign insurance cards.

The weather can be very hot and dry. Fluid intake should be kept high, making sure enough salts are included.

For further information on health issues such as vaccinations that may be required, check the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk or consult your GP.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

Local currency (Ouguiya) is not convertible and may not be exported. US Dollars or (preferably) Euros can be changed for Ouguiyas at banks, some hotels and official Bureaux de Change. The rate for pounds Sterling is very poor. Credit cards can be used at a few hotels in Nouakchott and Nouadhibou. There are no ATMs.

In current circumstances, it is highly advisable to carry ID, especially when travelling outside Nouakchott (where you will encounter many police road checks).

There is no British Embassy in Mauritania. The British Ambassador in Rabat, Morocco is accredited to Mauritania. There is a British Honorary Consul in Nouakchott, Mr Sid'Ahmed Ould Abeidna. If you decide to travel to Mauritania, you should endeavour to register with the Honorary Consul.

The Honorary Consul is unable to issue emergency passports in Mauritania. He can sometimes arrange with the airlines/authorities for British nationals to travel to Morocco/Senegal without passports, where they can then request an emergency passport at the British Embassies in Rabat or Dakar.

Contact details of the British Honorary Consulate are as follows:

Mr Sid’ Ahmed Ould Abeidna:
Tel: +222 525 6172;
Mob: +222 630 1217;
Fax: + 222 529 6493.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
17 Boulevard de la Tour Hassan
(BP 45) 
Rabat 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	+212 (37) 238600




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	+212 37 70 45 31 




	
	Email: 
	 
	consular.rabat@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT: (Local Time = GMT)
Winter: Mon-Thurs: 0800-1600, Fri: 0800-1300
Summer: Mon-Thurs: 0800-1400, Fri: 0800-1300


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britain.org.ma 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Mauritania 
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