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	Kazakhstan 

  


The advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Political Situation section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· You should ensure that your inoculations are up to date.
· You should obtain your visa in advance of your visit and ensure it covers the entire duration of your stay.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. In addition, you should also be alert to any security- related announcements by the Kazakh authorities, and if in any doubt, keep in touch with the British Embassy in Almaty. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 

Avoid walking alone at night as there have been mugging incidents. Keep valuables in a safe place and out of public view. Avoid travelling in unofficial taxis, particularly at night and alone, or if there is another passenger already in the car. Robberies have occurred on trains, so always lock railway compartments on overnight trains. Passenger lists on aircraft are not always kept confidential. There have been instances of people being met from an aircraft by someone using their name and subsequently being robbed. As in many major cities, other incidents of crime (involving both foreign and local people) have included theft from vehicles waiting at traffic lights or parked cars, copying of cash or credit cards at fraudulent ATM machines, and spiking of drinks in bars, restaurants and nightclubs.

 

Political Situation
 

Presidential Elections were held peacefully on 4 December 2005.

 

Local Travel
 

Foreign nationals may travel to most places in Kazakhstan, but travel to any "closed territories" or secure areas requires advance permission from the relevant authorities. Some military/restricted areas are not clearly marked so care should be taken when travelling away from normal routes.

 

Do not cross the border into or out of Kazakhstan illegally as the absence of entry/exit stamps will cause problems (e.g. possible detention, fines) when leaving or re-entering the country.

 
International driving licences are valid in Kazakhstan.

 

Road Safety
 

Service stations and petrol/water access can be limited outside the main cities. Make sure you take all you need for your journey. A significant proportion of cars are not safely maintained and do not have rear seatbelts. The roads are poorly maintained and road works or damaged roads are often not clearly signposted. During the winter, roads are often hazardous due to snow and ice. We advise against using local buses or mini-buses as maintenance of these vehicles is generally poor.

 

Air Safety
 

It is not known whether maintenance procedures on aircraft used for internal or regional flights are always properly observed or whether passengers are covered by insurance. However, the situation is constantly changing, and it is understood that the Air Astana company do undertake maintenance of their aircraft to European JAR-145 standards. We therefore advise in-country and regional travellers to check these issues the carrier.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Possession and use of drugs is illegal and, if found guilty, you could face a lengthy prison sentence in basic conditions.

Although homosexuality is not illegal, it is often not condoned or tolerated, especially outside the major cities.


Some restrictions exist on photography near military establishments, border areas and some official buildings. Notices about these restrictions are sometimes, but not always, indicated so some caution is advised.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
All British passport holders must have a valid visa prior to travel. A visa for Kazakhstan is normally valid for 30 days from the date of issue and should be obtained from your nearest Kazakhstan Embassy before travelling: Kazakh representation in the UK. There is also a Consulate based in Aberdeen that can issue visas.

 

The registration requirements have been relaxed. If you plan to stay for three working days or more, you should register with the local authorities (OVIR - The Department for Visas and Registration under the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA)) on arrival. It is important to complete this within 3 working (5 calendar) days otherwise you will be fined. Registration can also be done at the same time as securing a visa. You may be registered through the organisation that invited you to Kazakhstan or the tourist agency organising your visit. As your registration includes details of where you work or study and your residence in Kazakhstan the MIA should be informed in writing of any changes to these details.

 

There is no agreement allowing visas issued in one Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) country to be used to transit Kazakhstan. If you intend to visit two or more CIS countries you should contact the relevant embassies for advice before travelling.

 

For long-term visitors (including Work Permit holders), you should bring with you an original HIV/Aids-free certificate as this is needed for the local authorities where you live/work. You should ensure you have the original with you, as copies are not accepted.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact Kazakh representation in the UK
HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you have comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. The local medical facilities are not as advanced as those in the UK. If you are planning an adventure holiday (including skiing or climbing in the mountains near Almaty) you must ensure that your medical insurance includes air ambulance evacuation.

 

Cases of tuberculosis have been reported in the Aral Sea and Semipalatinsk regions, as well as in prisons. According to Kazakhstan government figures, 1,687 people have died of tuberculosis in the first half of 2005. There were 5,090 HIV-infections recorded in Kazakhstan as of 1 July 2005. Tics carrying encephalitis are also a problem in mountains and forests, particularly during April, May and June. Visitors should seek medical advice before travelling.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

 

Avian Influenza (Bird Flu)
 

There were reports of outbreaks of Bird Flu around Northern Kazakhstan in July and August. The Kazakh authorities believe that the situation is now under control. No human infections or deaths have been reported.

 
If you are travelling to Kazakhstan, you should consult your usual healthcare provider for travel medical advice before departure. The risk from Avian Influenza is believed to be very low, provided you avoid visiting live animal markets, poultry farms and other places where you may come into close contact with domestic, caged or wild birds; ensure poultry and egg dishes are thoroughly cooked.

 

The continuing series of outbreaks of Avian Influenza, which started in South East Asia at the end of 2003, have led to a number of human deaths (in Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia and Cambodia). The World Health Organisation (WHO) has warned of the possibility that the Avian Influenza outbreaks could lead at some point to a human flu pandemic. British nationals living longer-term in an Avian-Influenza affected region should take personal responsibility for their own safety in the event of a future pandemic, including considering their access to adequate healthcare and ensuring travel documents are up-to-date.

 

You should read this advice in conjunction with: Avian and Pandemic Influenza Factsheet, which gives more detailed advice and information.

 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 

Almaty is in an active seismic zone. But the last major earthquake involving loss of life was in1927. The risk of death or serious injury is low as long as Almaty continues to have only minor tremors.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas please see: What We Can Do To Help

If you are staying longer than a couple of weeks, or intend to go off the beaten track, you should register with the Embassy on arrival.

 

Local regulations require you to carry photo ID at all times.

 

The British Embassy in Almaty does not issue passports and, before setting off, you should ensure that your passport has sufficient validity and a good number of unused pages. However the Embassy is able to accept applications for new passports, which will be forwarded to the British Embassy in Moscow for processing. Please be aware that this may take up to 8 weeks.

 

You should ensure that you have entered your next of kin details into the back of your passport.

 

If you lose your passport you must report this immediately to the police and get confirmation of the loss in writing.

 

You should bring enough money for your trip. Travellers' cheques are not normally accepted. US$ are the most widely accepted foreign currency.

OTHER
Kazakhstan Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Street Furmanova 173
Visa/Consular Section: 158 Panfilova Street
Almaty 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	+ 7 573 1502200

(73272) 508280 Visa/Consular 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(73272) 506260 

+7 573 1502212 Consular/Visa 




	
	Email: 
	 
	british-embassy@nursat.kz General 
AlmatyVisaGeneral@fco.gov.uk Visa and Consular Section 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT: Mon-Thurs: 0300-1130; Fri: 0300-1000
Local: Mon-Thurs: 0900-1730; Fri: 0900-1600
Visa/Consular Section:
GMT: Mon-Thurs: 0230-1100; Fri: 0230-0930
Local: Mon-Thurs: 0830-1700; Fri: 0830-1530


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishembassy.gov.uk/kazakhstan 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Kazakhstan 
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