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	Iraq 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and Terrorism/Security section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We strongly advise against all travel to Baghdad and the surrounding area, and the southern provinces of Basra and Maysan. In addition, we also advise against all travel to the provinces of Al Anbar, Salah Ad Din, Diyala, Wasit and Babiland to Ninawa province in north-west Iraq. We advise against all but essential travel to the rest of Iraq.
· There have been numerous kidnappings of foreign nationals across Iraq. Some of those kidnapped have been killed. Recently, there has been an increased spate of kidnappings. There is a high threat of kidnapping in Baghdad and Basra, particularly in hotels frequented by western nationals.
· We urge all British nationals in Iraq to consider whether their presence in Iraq is essential. If you consider that your presence is essential you should review your security arrangements and seek professional security advice on whether they are adequate.
· The security situation is highly dangerous. In addition to the ongoing high threat to British nationals, we expect increased violence after the 15 December elections.
· Non-Iraqi Arab passport holders cannot enter the country between now and at least 19 December 2005.  It is expected that there will be restricted movement and enhanced security precautions in place during the period leading up to the elections on 15 December 2005, and immediately afterwards.
· Road travel in Iraq remains highly dangerous. There has been an increase in fatal roadside bombings in and around Baghdad, Basra and all main supply routes, including fatal attacks on British military and other vehicles. The British Embassy no longer uses the roads between Baghdad and Baghdad International Airport.
· There continue to be widespread outbreaks of violence against foreign nationals throughout Iraq, including those of non-Western appearance. Targets have included hotels, civilian vehicles and aircraft; attacks have also occurred in the International Zone. In November 2005, a car containing British nationals on a pilgrimage came under fire near Baghdad. Three British nationals were killed and two were seriously injured.
· The British Embassy does not permit its staff to travel by commercial airlines in Iraq.
· Curfews exist in many areas of Iraq. You should ensure that you adhere to all curfew times.
· The British Embassy in Baghdad is only able to offer limited consular assistance. There are also limited consular facilities in Basra. There are no consular services in northern Iraq.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you including provisions for medical assistance and repatriation. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism/Security
 
We strongly advise against all travel to Baghdad and the surrounding area, and the southern provinces of Basra and Maysan. In addition, we also advise against all travel to the provinces of Al Anbar, Salah Ad Din, Diyala, Wasit and Babil and to Ninawa province in north-west Iraq. We advise against all but essential travel to the rest of Iraq.

There is a continuing direct threat of kidnap to foreign nationals across Iraq and we believe that British nationals may be targeted. There is an increased threat of kidnapping in the southern provinces of Basra and Maysan, particularly in hotels frequented by Westerners. There have been numerous kidnappings across Iraq, including the cities of Baghdad, Basra, Fallujah, Al Ramadi, the towns of Najaf, Kufa and Nasiriya and the Baghdad-Amman highway. Some of those kidnapped have been killed. Three foreign contractors, including one British national, were kidnapped in Baghdad on 16 September 2004, and were murdered by their captors. Margaret Hassan, Iraq Country Director of CARE International, was kidnapped in Iraq on 19 October 2004. It is widely believed that she has been murdered. There have been a number of recent kidnappings in Iraq, including on 26 November, when four foreign nationals, including a British national, were abducted in southern Baghdad.

Terrorists are targeting British and other international interests, as well as Iraqi interests associated with the Iraqi Transitional Government. The security threat is directed against military and civilian targets including commercial, aviation, maritime and infrastructure targets and "soft" targets, such as Non Governmental Organisations, British/Western flagged organisations, or contractors working on reconstruction projects. There have been attacks on international/Western-flagged organisations and individuals, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the UN, Non–Government Organisations, journalists, foreign contractors and visitors to Iraq.

Places where Westerners congregate can be targets, including hotels, restaurants, and other places where groups congregate.  This includes areas outside protected compounds within the International Zone in Baghdad. Since mid-October 2005, there has been an increase in rocket and mortar attacks against the International Zone in Baghdad.  Rocket and mortar attacks also occur regularly throughout areas of Baghdad and Basra.

We expect increased violence in the period after the elections held on 15 December 2005. There was a direct attack on the Palestine hotel in Baghdad in October 2005, which is frequented by Westerners. There is an increased threat to the security of British nationals following the incident involving British Forces in Basra in September 2005. At least 27 British civilians have been killed, and several others seriously injured in terrorist incidents since March 2004.  There have been statements issued by international terrorist groups including Al Qa'ida threatening “intensive military strikes” against British forces in Iraq and against “all the agents, spies offering them protection and their human shields”.

Road travel in Iraq remains highly dangerous. There has been an increase in fatal roadside bombings in and around Baghdad, Basra and all main supply routes, including fatal attacks on British military and other vehicles.  The British Embassy no longer uses the roads between Baghdad and Baghdad International Airport. In November 2005, a car containing British nationals on a pilgrimage came under fire near Baghdad. Three British nationals were killed and two were seriously injured.

There have been fewer attacks in the urban areas of the Kurdish Regional Government administered areas in northern Iraq than across the rest of the country but there is still a threat of attack. The city of Dohuk has had fewer security incidents and heavy security is in place. In 2005, there have been 2 suicide bomb attacks in Erbil resulting in severe casualties. In October 2005, there were two explosions in the city of Sulymaniyah. The areas administered by the Kurdish Regional Government do not include Mosul and Kirkuk. There has been a significant increase in the number of attacks in Kirkuk and Mosul.

A wide range of conventional weapons are used in all these attacks. Attacks have included the use of Improvised Explosive Devices including suicide vests and other portable devices, and Vehicle-Borne Improvised Explosive Devices such as car bombs. In recent months, there has been an increased number of Improvised Explosive Device attacks against British Forces in the south-east of Iraq. Rocket, mortar attacks and armed assaults have also occurred. Following any attack, secondary devices are frequently placed to target those rendering assistance.  This can, and has, resulted in mass casualties.

There have been attacks on targets associated with the 15 December elections, including domestic political parties. Terrorists and insurgents continue to attack a variety of other domestic targets including mosques, churches, army recruiting centres, police stations, government buildings and polling stations. Islamic religious festivals such as Hajj and Ashura have also been targeted in terrorist attacks. Christian festivals such as Christmas and Easter are also a potential target, particularly near churches or areas of Baghdad, Mosul or Erbil with large Christian communities.

Each province in Iraq has imposed curfew times, which range from 22.00 to 05.00 (Baghdad (excluding the International Zone) has a curfew from 22.00 to 04.00 daily). These must be strictly adhered to. If you require specific information on the curfew times in the area you are located you should consult your Multi National Deployment headquarters.
 
Local Travel
 
Travel by road remains extremely dangerous. In addition to the threat from terrorism/kidnapping, there is also a continuing criminal threat from car-jacking and robbery. There have been random and premeditated attacks against civilian as well as military convoys killing numerous foreign (including British) and Iraqi nationals. Such attacks involve vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices and armour-piercing improvised explosive devices. These are likely to continue.  There has been a recent increase in fatal roadside bombings in Baghdad and Basra, where both civilian and military vehicles have been targeted. Attacks regularly occur on the main supply routes into Iraq - particularly the Baghdad-Amman highway, areas around Baghdad, Mosul, and Route 8 - the area between Baghdad and Hillah. The road between Baghdad and Baghdad International Airport and the Abu Ghraib-Ramadi corridor are considered to be particularly dangerous. The British Embassy no longer uses the roads between the International Zone and the airport. The area between Baghdad, Fallujah and Al Ramadi is particularly dangerous, and there has also been widespread violence in a number of other towns and cities, including Mosul, Mahmudiah, Al Kut, Nasiriya and Kirkuk. There also remains the potential for violence in Najaf and Kerbala.

There have been several missile attacks on military and civilian aircraft throughout Iraq. Baghdad International Airport has been repeatedly targeted by rocket and mortar attacks. The British Embassy does not permit its staff to travel by commercial airlines in Iraq.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There is a visa system in operation in Iraq. British nationals travelling to Iraq can apply for a visa at Iraqi missions overseas, including the Iraqi Embassy in London: Iraqi representation in the UK, or on arrival at ports of entry to Iraq. Please see the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs website: http://www.iraqmofa.net for updates.

HEALTH
Malaria is present in the north and east of the country, especially around Basra. Baghdad is usually low risk. You should take sensible precautions and consult your GP before travelling. You must ensure that you have all prescription medication you require during your visit, as supplies of them are unlikely to be available locally. Limited medical facilities are available. In the event of serious accident or illness, an evacuation by air ambulance may be required and your travel insurance must have provision for this.

 

There are venomous snakes, scorpions and spiders in Iraq, generally in rural areas. Medical advice should be sought immediately in all cases of bites and stings.

 

The temperature in summer months can exceed 40 ºC (104ºF) and drop as low as 10 ºC (15ºF), which can result in dehydration and serious health problems. Drink plenty of water. Weather conditions are arduous.

 

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance for your proposed trip prior to travel. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy has provisions for medical evacuation. Please see: Travel Insurance.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: http://www.dh.gov.uk
GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

We strongly advise against all travel to Baghdad and the surrounding area, and the southern provinces of Basra and Maysan.  In addition, we also advise against all travel to the provinces of Al Anbar, Salah Ad Din, Diyala, Wasit and Babil and to Ninawa province in north-west Iraq. You should only consider visiting other areas of Iraq if you have strong commercial or professional reasons to do so. Any companies with involvement or planned involvement in reconstruction projects in Iraq should contact the Iraq Unit at UK Trade and Investment (tel: 020 7215 8893; e-mail: iraqunit@uktradeinvest.gov.uk). Companies and individuals should also ensure that appropriate security arrangements have been made. Pre-deployment security training for employees is highly recommended. Organisations with private security teams should notify the Iraqi Ministry of the Interior and apply to them for weapons licences for their armed personnel.  It is also recommended that private security teams ensure that they abide by the operating guidelines laid down by the PSC association of Iraq.

 

The British Embassy was reopened in Baghdad on 28 June 2004. Any British nationals travelling to Iraq for essential reasons should register their presence with the British Embassy through the Iraq Policy Unit at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in the UK before they leave, or directly with the British Consular Officer in Baghdad at BritishConsul.Baghdad@fco.gov.uk. All British nationals travelling to or living in the south of Iraq should register their presence with the Office of the British Embassy in Basra at britishconsulbasra@fco.gov.uk (for a registration form or to register on line go to: http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/servlet/Front?pagename=OpenMarket/Xcelerate/ShowPage&c=Page&cid=1087555343702). The British Embassy in Baghdad will only be in position to offer limited consular assistance for the foreseeable future. There are very limited consular facilities in Basra. There are no consular facilities in Kirkuk.

 

For general enquiries please contact Iraq Policy Unit, Foreign & Commonwealth Office, London, SW1A 2AH, telephone 020 7008 1500 or email iraqtraveladvice@fco.gov.uk

OTHER

Iraq Country Profile

For general enquiries please contact Iraq Policy Unit, Foreign & Commonwealth Office, London, SW1A 2AH, telephone 020 7008 1500 or email iraqtraveladvice@fco.gov.uk 

CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
International Zone
Baghdad

Consular Section
Ocean Cliffs (opposite Al Rasheed Hotel, International Zone)
Baghdad


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(964) (0) 790 192 6280 During Embassy working hours 

(1) 703 270 0254 Consular 

(1) 914 360 9060 MCI mobile (for emergencies involving British nationals only) 




	
	Email: 
	 
	britishconsulbaghdad@gtnet.gov.uk (for general consular enquiries) 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Sun-Thurs: 0500-1300

Local Time:
Sun-Thurs: 0800-1600

Consular
GMT: Sun-Thurs: 0600-0930
Local Time: Sun-Thurs: 0900-1230 


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishembassy.gov.uk/iraq 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Iraq 
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