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	Guinea 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Summary and Political Situation section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all but essential travel to the areas bordering Liberia, Sierra Leone and Côte d’Ivoire.
· You should avoid all demonstrations and political rallies.
· Petty crime is common in Guinea. You should take sensible precautions and maintain a high level of vigilance in public.
· The threat from terrorism is low.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. You should remain vigilant in public places and areas frequented by non-Guineans. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages for further information and guidance.

Crime

You should not become involved with drugs of any kind. All precious stones require an export licence. There are heavy penalties for those who commit criminal offences. Local prison conditions are harsh.

Pickpocketing, muggings and armed break-ins occur especially in Conakry. You should avoid carrying valuables in public and be vigilant at all times.

There have been reports of attacks of piracy and armed robbery against ships in Guinean territorial waters.

Photography and filming in many parts of the country is forbidden.

Political Situation

You should avoid all demonstrations and political rallies.

The country remained calm during an apparent coup attempt on 19 January 2005. The last street disturbances were in summer 2004 after price rises.

Local Travel

We advise against all but essential travel to areas bordering Sierra Leone, Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire. These areas are still tense due to problems in the neighbouring countries and there is a high military presence.

On 20 October 2005, there was a riot in the rural town of N'Zérékoré as a result of religious and ethnic tension. A curfew was introduced for two days and the situation was resolved.

Road Safety

Public transport, when it exists, is neither reliable nor safe. Taxis and long distance buses are poorly maintained, and the drivers often unqualified. Most major hotels and travel agencies offer cars for hire, with a chauffeur if required.

The rainy season (May - October), makes travel outside Conakry and to the interior both difficult and hazardous. Travel outside cities after dark should be avoided. Travellers should be aware that fuel shortages often occur in Guinea. It is inadvisable to travel within Guinea without a sufficient supply of fuel to complete your journey.

The standard of road maintenance is low. Beware of deep potholes. Many roads are not metalled and are not repaired after the rainy season. Roads within Conakry and other principal towns can quickly become flooded and impassable. Vehicles countrywide may be badly maintained and unroadworthy. Few motorists have any form of insurance. Hostile crowds can gather quickly at the scene of a traffic accident, particularly where foreigners are involved.

You are strongly advised not to travel outside of Conakry and other principal towns after dark.

Police and local militia checkpoints are found throughout the country. Vehicles and passengers are submitted to checks on documentation and baggage. Corruption and extortion are common at roadblocks.

Air Safety

There are a number of local airlines, which operate internally and on shuttle routes to neighbouring destinations. We do not have reliable information about safety and/or maintenance standards, but flights are frequently delayed or cancelled.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
You should not become involved with drugs of any kind. All precious stones require an export licence. Those who commit criminal offences, including gem smuggling, can expect to be subjected to local law. There are heavy penalties for those convicted. Local prison conditions are harsh.

 

Homosexuality is legal in Guinea, but not widely accepted.

 

Credit cards are not widely used. There are ATM facilities in Conakry but these accept only local cards. International credit cards may be used to draw cash over the counter. Outside Conakry banking can be difficult.

 

Photography and filming are subject to strict rules which are enforced rigidly. It is forbidden to photograph or film anything of strategic value e.g. bridges. Individuals may prefer not to be photographed. If in doubt, ask or do not take pictures.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
All British nationals require a visa and a certified Yellow Fever vaccination certificate to enter or reside in Guinea.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration, please contact the Guinean representation in the UK.

 

Visas for both private and business travel and residency can be obtained at the Guinean Embassy in London. The Embassy of the Republic of Guinea is at: 83 Victoria Street, London, SW1H 0HW, Tel: 020 7078 6087.

HEALTH
Since mid-July, a cholera epidemic in Conakry and Pita Province has affected over 1,000 people and there have been over 50 reported deaths. We advise that you take particular care and recommend that you drink only boiled/bottled water. Anyone suffering diarrhoea during a visit to Guinea should consult a doctor immediately. The incidence of cholera rises in the rainy season.

 

Since late August, there have been four reported deaths following an outbreak of yellow fever in the towns of Mamou and Dalaba in Fouta Djalon region.

 

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive medical and travel insurance before travelling. This should include cover for medical treatment and evacuation, accidents, cancelled flights and stolen cash, credit cards, passport and luggage. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. You are advised to take medical advice before travelling and ensure that all appropriate vaccinations are up to date. Medical facilities are poor, and equipment basic and often not sterile. You should carry basic medical supplies, and should consider including an emergency dental kit if travelling outside Conakry.

 

You should seek medical advice in advance of travel to establish what vaccinations are advised, and are strongly recommended to consider prophylaxis against malaria and use insect repellent. Waterborne and parasitic diseases are prevalent. Water supplies are untreated. HIV/AIDS is prevalent. There are minimal facilities for dealing with heart problems and major trauma. For serious medical treatment, medical evacuation to Europe is necessary. If you have travelled in this region you should seek urgent medical advice for any fever. There are well-stocked pharmacies in Conakry but few outside the capital.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk
 

There are no central contact numbers for hospitals in Guinea. Only private clinics can be contacted. In Conakry, Clinique Pasteur can be reached on (224) 430074.

 

The local police number for downtown Conakry is (224) 45 17 97 (Commissariat Central Kaloum).

 

In the event of a fire, the central number for Conakry is (224) 454114.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

It is a requirement that foreigners and Guinean nationals show identification if requested by the police or other law enforcement agencies. You are allowed to carry photocopies of the relevant pages of your passport, provided they are certified by the Guinean police. The original should be kept in a safe place.
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	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
BP 6729
Conakry
Republic of Guinea 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(00) (224) 45 58 07




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(00) (224) 45 60 20 




	
	Email: 
	 
	britcon.oury@biasy.net 



	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Guinea 
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