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	El Salvador 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Health and Natural Disasters section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· The country is recovering from the effects of Hurricane Stan. Some disruption to transport can still be expected.
· The Santa Ana (Ilamatepec) volcano erupted on Sunday 2 October. It continues to emit gases and the local inhabitants have not yet returned to the area. Local authorities have warned that the possibility of another eruption is fairly high.  You should follow media reports and keep in touch with the local authorities if intending to visit the area.
· There are very high crime rates in El Salvador. You should take great care if travelling alone or at night.
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· There is no British Embassy in El Salvador. For emergency consular assistance, contact the Honorary Consul in San Salvador or the British Embassy in Guatemala (details below).
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low, but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. In the past, a group purporting to be linked to Al Qa'ida have made a number of public threats against the Government of El Salvador because of its continuing participation in the multinational force in Iraq. In response, the Salvadorean authorities have stepped up security. Please read the "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" pages of the FCO website for further information and advice.

Crime

There are high levels of violent crime throughout the country. This includes robberies, assaults and car-jackings, which are fairly common and can occur anywhere. The National police have had some successes in recent months in tackling the problem of kidnapping but you should be aware that a risk still remains. Kidnap gangs generally target rich Salvadoreans rather than visitors.

You should take great care when travelling alone or at night. Up-market areas of San Salvador, such as Escalón, San Benito, Zona Rosa and Maquilishuat, are generally trouble-free but you should still be careful at night.  Downtown San Salvador is particularly dangerous especially at night. At all times avoid wearing jewellery, carrying large amounts of cash and using expensive cameras or video recorders.

Travelling on the roads outside San Salvador at night is dangerous. There have been incidents of violent attacks on motorists travelling between El Salvador and Guatemala, on the Guatemalan side of the border.

Take photocopies of your passport and, even more importantly, of your airline tickets, which can be difficult to replace if stolen. Keep these copies separate, together with the numbers of travellers’ cheques, credit cards and contact details. It is permissible to show a photocopy of your passport should identification be requested by local authorities.

If attacked, do not resist your attackers as they will probably be armed. If your passport is stolen inform the local police in El Salvador and inform the British Honorary Consul or British Embassy in Guatemala City. See guidance under “General” for passport and visa services.

Political Situation

Demonstrations occur in El Salvador from time to time and can do so with little warning. They can become violent and disrupt movement. You are advised to avoid large gatherings or demonstrations.

Local Travel

As a result of past conflicts, there remains unexploded ordnance such as landmines in the countryside. Those going off-road (backpackers, campers etc) should be aware of these potential dangers when visiting the more remote locations. You should take local advice, avoiding travel to such areas if advised to do so.

Road Safety

The main highway through El Salvador is being brought up to international standard. The other main routes connecting with Honduras are in good condition. Some roads, however, are in poor condition and can be dangerous to drive on. Care should be taken whatever road is used as the standard of driving is low.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
UK passport holders can enter El Salvador as tourists or business visitors for up to 90 days without a visa. This can be extended on application to the Salvadorean immigration department, Centro de Gobierno, San Salvador; tel: 221 2111.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries required documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Embassy of El Salvador: Salvadorean representation in the UK.

 

An exit tax (currently US$27.15) is payable on leaving El Salvador by air, and a small entry and exit tax (less than US$1.00) if arriving or leaving by one of the land borders.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
 

You should be aware that in December 2005, the authorities issued a warning against the consumption of fresh seafood due to a "red tide" on the Nicaraguan and Salvadorian coasts.

 

Water is not generally safe to drink outside the better hotels in the main towns but bottled water is widely and cheaply available.

 

Dengue fever is carried by mosquitoes and is a potentially serious disease. Outbreaks tend to increase in the rainy season (May to October). 2005 has seen a significant increase in cases in all parts of the country with the departments of San Vincente, San Salvador, La Libertad, La Paz and Sonsonate being the most affected. You should use mosquito repellent or cover bare flesh to prevent mosquito stings.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health's at: http://www.doh.gov.uk/traveladvice/index.htm.

 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 

The country is recovering from the effects of Hurricane Stan. Some disruption to transport can still be expected.

 

El Salvador also has a number of active volcanoes. You are advised to take local advice before climbing any of these. The Santa Ana (Ilamatepec) volcano erupted on 2 October. It continues to emit gases and the local inhabitants have not yet returned to the area. Local authorities have warned that the possibility of another eruption is fairly high. You should follow media reports and keep in touch with the local authorities if intending to visit the area.

 

You should be aware that the Hurricane season lasts from April to early November. You are advised to monitor local and international weather updates for the region. You can access the National Hurricane Centre at: http://www.nhc.noaa.gov for updates.

 

You should be aware of the risk of earthquakes while in El Salvador. Two major earthquakes in 2001 affected large areas of the country and many roads and buildings are still being reconstructed. Strong earth tremors are occasionally felt.

 

You should ensure that you know what action to take should an earthquake occur. If staying in a hotel read their earthquake instructions. During an earthquake you should drop to the ground and take cover under sturdy furniture, in a doorway or next to an inside wall, away from windows or objects which may fall. Cover your head with a pillow or your arms and wait for the earthquake to stop, before moving to a safe area outside.

 

Further advice may be found on the following website: http://www.redcross.org/services/disaster/keepsafe/readyearth.html.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

There is no British Embassy in El Salvador. The British Embassy in Guatemala has overall responsibility for El Salvador. You can contact the British Honorary Consul (designate) in San Salvador in the event of an emergency - Mr George Chippendale, San Salvador, PO Box 424; Tel: +503 281 5555 or 271 1050; Fax: +503 271 1026; e-mail:  claims@gibson.com.sv

 

Office Hours: Local Time: Mon-Fri: 08:00 to 12:00 and 13:00 to 17:00; GMT: Mon-Fri: 14:00 to 18:00 and 19:00 to 23:00. Applications for British passports should be made to the British Embassy in Mexico City. Applications for UK visas should be made to the British Embassy in Panama.

 
The American Dollar is the official currency in El Salvador. Although some prices are still quoted in the Salvadoran Colon, payment is expected in Dollars. The exchange rate is fixed at US$1.00 = 8.75 Salvadoran Colón.

 

Pounds sterling cannot be exchanged anywhere in El Salvador, so you should bring a mixture of cash and travellers’ cheques in US dollars. You are advised to bring some low denomination US dollar notes as US$50 and US$100 notes may not be accepted in many smaller restaurants and shops, in bars and by taxi drivers.

 

ATMs allowing withdrawals using debit cards are not yet widely established in El Salvador, although the major credit cards are widely used in the larger establishments.

OTHER
El Salvador Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Edificio Torre Internacional, Nivel 11
16 Calle 0-55, Zona 10
Guatemala City 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(502) 2367 5425,6,7,8,9




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(502) 2367 5430 




	
	Email: 
	 
	embassy@intelnett.com 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Thurs: 1400-1830 / 1930-2300
Fri: 1400-1800

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1230 / 1330-1700
Fri: 0800-1200


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: El Salvador 
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