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	Bahrain 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Sea Safety section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· You should be aware of the threat from terrorism. Al Qaeda continues to issue statements threatening to carry out attacks in the Gulf region. These include references to attacks on Western interests, including residential compounds, military, oil, transport and aviation interests.
· You should review your security arrangements carefully. You should remain vigilant, particularly in public places.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

You should be aware of the threat from terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate, and against Western, including British, interests as they have been elsewhere in the region.

Terrorists continue to issue statements threatening to carry out attacks in the Gulf regions. These include references to attacks on Western interests, including residential compounds, military, oil, transport and aviation interests.

Six Bahraini nationals were arrested on 14 July 2004, on suspicion of plotting terrorist attacks. The Interior Ministry announced that evidence indicated they were planning a terrorist attack on the island. Two of the six were released in September 2004. The trial of the remaining four (currently on bail) has been adjourned pending a ruling by the Constitutional Court on the case.

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read: Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice. Please also check the British Embassy website: 

	


	Bahrain: British Embassy Manama 



You should review your security arrangements carefully. You should remain vigilant, particularly in public places.

Crime

Some 7,000 British nationals live in Bahrain, and thousands visit each year. Most visits are trouble free. Although incidents are not common, female visitors should take care when travelling alone at night and are advised to use one of the reputable taxi companies.

Political Situation

Developments in Iraq and on the Middle East Peace Process continue to have an impact on local public opinion in the region. You should be aware of local sensitivities on these issues. You should follow news reports and be alert to regional developments. You should take sensible precautions for your personal safety and avoid public gatherings and demonstrations.

Road Safety

Driving is permitted on a valid UK licence for three months, and indefinitely on an international driver's licence.

Sea Safety

Many areas of the Gulf are highly sensitive, including near maritime boundaries and the islands of Abu Musa and the Tunbs in the southern Gulf. Vessels entering these areas have been detained and inspected; and there have been occasional arrests. Mariners should make careful enquiries before entering these waters or considering visiting ports.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Bahrain is a liberal state, but many Bahrainis are conservative and find scanty clothing or immoderate behaviour in public offensive. It is best to dress conservatively except within the confines of hotels or clubs, at least until you know your way around. Religious and social sensitivities should be observed and respected, especially during the religious festivals of the Shia community when black flags and banners may be in evidence.

 

You should not bring videocassettes, as these may be withheld on arrival at the airport. Be aware of significant Muslim holidays, and note that Bahrainis observe a number of religious anniversaries that may not be celebrated in neighbouring Gulf countries. It is now against the law for any Muslim to purchase alcohol from retail outlets.

 

Homosexual behaviour is illegal in Bahrain.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The Bahrain Embassy in London: Bahraini representation in the UK, issues six-month visit visas for approximately 20 pounds sterling. Three-month visas are granted on arrival for the equivalent of around 10 pounds sterling. Do not overstay the period of time allowed on your visa. Penalties and extension are surprisingly expensive. Your passport should have at least six months validity when you travel.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country, or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Bahrain Embassy in London: Bahraini representation in the UK.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
 

Emergency medical treatment is not free.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk, or contact your GP for up to date information.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

British nationals in Bahrain are advised to register with the British Embassy and to follow local advice issued by the Embassy and its wardens.

 

Always carry identification. You might be asked to produce it at any time.
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Bahrain Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
21 Government Avenue
Manama 306
P O Box 114
Kingdom of Bahrain 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(973) 17574100

(973) 17574167 Information 

(973) 39600274 Emergency number 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(973) 17574161 Chancery/Information 

(973) 17574101 Commercial 

(973) 17574138 Consular/Management 

(973) 17574121 Visa section 




	
	Email: 
	 
	britemb@batelco.com.bh 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Sat-Wed: 0430-1130 GMT
Sat-Wed: 0730-1430 Local Time


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.ukembassy.gov.bh 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Bahrain 
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