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	Azerbaijan 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and Political Situation section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all travel to Nagorno-Karabakh and the military occupied area surrounding it.
· Like other countries in the region, Azerbaijan faces a threat from terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate and against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· You should avoid any political rallies or public gatherings of a political nature. There is the potential for unsanctioned demonstrations on 17 or 18 December 2005.
· Azerbaijan hosts a large expatriate population and there is extensive foreign investment, mostly in the oil industry. Visitors are generally welcomed and few encounter serious problems.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

Like other countries in the region, Azerbaijan faces a threat from terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate and against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read “Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas” and "Security and General Tips" pages on the FCO website for further information and advice.

Crime

Visitors to Azerbaijan are generally welcomed and serious crimes against foreigners are rare. There have though been a number of recent incidents of muggings of foreigners in the street and in taxis, robberies in their homes and burglaries. Most incidents take place after dark in the centre of town around the western bars and clubs.

You should take sensible precautions: be vigilant, avoid showing large sums of money in public and don’t walk alone if you can avoid it, especially at night.

To improve your security we suggest you take a private or company driver, or a taxi and driver known personally to you, or use officially marked taxis, which you should not share with strangers. Carry a photocopy of your passport at all times.

Police conduct document checks throughout the day but particularly after 2300 hours. Rogue police officers and impersonators use these operations to extort sums of money for alleged minor violations or through “drugs searches” – sometimes as little as US$2 but sometimes much more. If approached by the police, be co-operative. You are advised to ask for identification if you are approached by someone claiming to be a police officer. If they insist on searching your wallet/purse you should remove all money, bank/credit cards and documents before handing it over. If you have documentation or money stolen in such circumstances or indeed if you are the victim of any crime you should report this to the authorities and the British Embassy.

Political Situation

Parliamentary elections on 6 November 2005 were generally held in a calm atmosphere. The official results, confirmed by Constitutional Court, gave a significant majority to members or supporters of the ruling New Azerbaijan Party. However, the main opposition parties have challenged the validity of many of the results.

A rally organised by the opposition Azadlig Block to protest against the results was broken up violently by police and other security services on 26 November 2005.

The Azadlig Block are planning to hold a rally in Baku on 18 December 2005. It is possible that sporadic demonstrations may take place on both 17 and 18 December 2005. This might lead to restricted access to parts of the city and traffic congestion.

Although foreigners were not targeted or involved on 26 November, or previous similar incidents, bystanders did get caught up unintentionally. You should always avoid areas where demonstrations or rallies are taking place.

Local Travel

We advise against all travel to Nagorno-Karabakh and the military occupied area surrounding it. This area is the subject of a continuing dispute between Azerbaijan and Armenia and although a cease-fire has been in place since 1994 there are regular reports of exchanges of gunfire across the Line of Contact. Some areas may be heavily landmined.

You should not attempt to enter or leave Azerbaijan via the land borders with Russia (i.e. Dagestan) as these are closed to foreign nationals. If you hold a valid visa it is possible to cross the Iranian border at Astara.

Road Safety

You can drive in Azerbaijan using a licence issued by an EU country or by using an International Driving Licence.

Care should be taken if driving at night. Many roads are badly lit and are of poor quality. Driving conditions are stressful, and often confusing. Many cars are poorly maintained, and the standard of driving is erratic. Most older taxis do not have seat belts.

Drink driving laws are strict and there is a zero limit on drinking alcohol and driving.

Rail Safety

As with other forms of public transport the Baku Metro is poorly maintained, often overcrowded and has inadequate safety and emergency equipment and procedures. A recent accident on a malfunctioning Metro escalator resulted in one death and a number of injuries. Should you travel by train, secure your valuables, do not leave the compartment unattended, and lock the door from the inside.

Air Safety

It is not known whether safety procedures on aircraft used for internal and regional flights meet international standards. You should take this into consideration before using internal or regional flights.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Most of the population is Muslim. Azerbaijan is a largely secular society, and religion is usually considered a private matter. Local and foreign women usually dress in western-style clothing. However, both men and women should avoid wearing shorts in the street as you could attract unwelcome attention.

Illegal drug use (no matter what you are using) carries stiff penalties, including fines and long prison terms. The penalty for smuggling drugs carries a prison term of between three to seven years and/or heavy fines.

Homosexual activity is legal in Azerbaijan, but many Azerbaijanis disapprove of public displays of affection.

You should use common sense when considering photographing sites such as military bases, equipment and installations in whatever condition. These are considered sensitive areas, and visitors have been detained and questioned while attempting to visit them. You should also be aware of cultural sensitivities when photographing mosques, churches and other religious sites. If in doubt, seek permission.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You require a visa for Azerbaijan, which should be obtained from: Azerbaijan representation in the UK. If arriving by air at Baku, you may obtain single entry visas on arrival. If you enter Azerbaijan via any land border or through any of Azerbaijan’s sea ports, you must have a valid visa before you arrive – visas are not issued at these borders.

If you are staying more than seven days and you are not transiting or you do not have a return airline ticket, you should register with the police within three days and obtain a foreigner’s registration card. This currently costs AZM49,500 (approximately £6).

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact: Azerbaijan representation in the UK.

HEALTH
There have been outbreaks of rabies in the remote rural areas of Azerbaijan. There is usually a small number of malaria cases during the summer months particularly in the southern part of Azerbaijan. You should not drink tap water as it may be unsafe but bottled water is readily available. Medical facilities outside Baku are very limited.

You are strongly advised to obtain comprehensive medical as well as travel insurance to cover illness, injury and loss of money, baggage and tickets before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

Serious illness or injury may require evacuation to, Turkey or Western Europe. Seek medical advice about precautionary measures before travelling.

You should be aware that contaminated locally produced alcoholic spirits are sometimes sold in small local bars and restaurants. Consumption of these spirits has been linked to the recent deaths of two foreigners.

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

NATURAL DISASTERS

The Caucasus is an area of regular seismic activity, although there have been no recent serious earthquakes in Azerbaijan.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

All goods and services should be paid for in local currency (Manats). However, US Dollars and the Euro are widely used. Sterling, US Dollars and Euros can easily be exchanged for the local currency. Few places accept credit cards (although the number of places where they are accepted is slowly increasing) or travellers' cheques. You are advised not to carry large amounts of cash. ATMs can be found in most major towns and cities.

You should be aware that from 1 January 2006 the Azerbaijan Manat will be re-denominated. One “New” Azerbaijan Manat will be worth 5,000 “Old” Azerbaijan Manats. Old Manats will be accepted until 31 December 2006 after when only New Manats can be used.


You should carry a copy of your passport at all times and keep the original in a safe place.
OTHER
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
45 Khagani Street
AZ1010 Baku 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	+ 994 (12) 4975188 / 89 / 90




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	+ 994 (12) 4922739 




	
	Email: 
	 
	office@britemb.baku.az 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Mon-Fri: 0400-1200 GMT
Mon-Fri: 0900-1700 Local Time 


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/azerbaijan 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Azerbaijan 
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