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Travel Advisory: United States
Australian Government

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

The Advice was issued on Friday, 11 March 2005, 13:30:10, AEDT. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians in the United States are advised to be alert to their own security. As you would in Australia, use common sense and be alert to suspicious activities.

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

The overall United States Homeland Security Advisory System Threat Level is at yellow which indicates a 'significant' risk of terrorist attacks. 

Further information on safety and security is available from the following United States government agencies 

- the Department of Homeland Security 
- the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
- the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Personal Security 

Crime rates, including gun related crime, are higher in the larger cities, such as Detroit, New Orleans, New York City, Los Angeles and Washington DC. Tourists are often targeted for crimes such as pick-pocketing and theft, particularly on transportation systems in major cities. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

The United States is subject to a wide range of natural hazards including tsunamis, volcanoes, and earthquake activity around the Pacific Basin; hurricanes along the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coasts; tornadoes in the midwest and southeast; mud slides in California; forest fires in the west; and flooding. In the event of a natural disaster, local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. Penalties for drug-related offences, including marijuana use, are severe and provide for minimum mandatory sentences. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

The United States administers a strict entry regime and Australians may be refused entry upon arrival if they fail to comply with entry requirements. Australians are urged to contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of the United States of America about their specific circumstances, well in advance of travel. This includes Australians planning to transit the United States. 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should review information contained on the following United States government websites before deciding whether to seek entry under the Visa Waiver Program or to apply for a visa: 

- United States Embassy in Australia 
- Destination USA 
- US Customs and Border Protection 
- US-VISIT Program 

Australians visiting the United States for business or pleasure may be eligible to be admitted for 90 days under the Visa Waiver Program (VWP). Australians who wish to work (including those undertaking journalism assignments), study, or stay for more than 90 days are not eligible for the VWP and must obtain a visa before travelling. 

All travellers entering the United States under the VWP must have a machine-readable passport. Australian passports that do not have two lines of 44 characters at the bottom of the personal particulars page of their passport are not machine-readable. To confirm whether your passport is machine-readable, please contact Passports Australia on 131232 (within Australia). 

Under the US-VISIT program most visitors to the United States, including those seeking entry under the VWP, are required to have two fingerprints scanned by an inkless device and to have a digital photograph taken on arrival. 

All ports of entry use US-VISIT, but as yet not all ports of departure. The United States Department of Homeland Security's website provides updates on which ports of departure have US-VISIT available to use. Visitors leaving the United States by a departure port that has US-VISIT must register their departure by using one of the self-service kiosks. 

Visitors are lawfully present in the United States only up to the date stamped on their white or green arrival card (I-94 or I-94W) not the expiration date printed on the visa. Australians should note that visitors staying beyond the 90-day VWP limit or beyond the date stamped on their arrival card may be arrested and detained for up to seven weeks or more, deported and likely barred from re-entering the United States, possibly for life. 

Australians with a criminal record (regardless of how minor or how long ago the offence took place) should ensure they seek information about their visa requirements for entering or transiting the United States. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Information about outbreaks of infectious diseases in the United States can be obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and medical insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Medical costs in the United States are extremely high. Visiting a doctor in the United States for even simple complaints could cost several hundred dollars for the doctor's appointment, pathology tests and medication. 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

Australians planning travel and those overseas are encouraged to monitor our travel advice updates, including through use of our free subscription service, at smartraveller.gov.au. 

Australians in the United States may obtain consular assistance from and should register with the: 

Embassy of Australia 
1601 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
WASHINGTON DC 20036-2273 
Telephone: 1 202 797 3000 
Facsimile: 1 202 797 3331 
Consular jurisdiction: Arkansas, Delaware, the District of Columbia, Kentucky, Maryland, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and West Virginia. 

Australian Consulate-General 
Atlanta Financial Center, Suite 1140 
3353 Peachtree Road NE 
ATLANTA GA 30326 
Telephone: 1 404 760 3400 
Facsimile: 1 404 760 3401 
Consular jurisdiction: For Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina and South Carolina. 

Australian Consulate-General 
123 North Wacker Drive, Suite 1330 
CHICAGO IL 60606 
Telephone: 1 312 419 1480 
Facsimile: 1 312 419 1499 
Consular jurisdiction: Indiana, Kansas, Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota and Wisconsin. 

Australian Consulate-General 
Penthouse, 1000 Bishop Street 
HONOLULU HA 96813 
Telephone: 1 808 524 5050 
Facsimile: 1 808 531 5142 
Consular jurisdiction: Hawaii and Alaska. 

Australian Consulate-General 
19th Floor, Century Plaza Towers 
2049 Century Park East, Century City 
LOS ANGELES CA 90067 
Telephone: 1 310 229 4800 
Facsimile: 1 310 277 3462 
Consular jurisdiction: Arizona, southern California, Colorado, New Mexico, southern Nevada and Utah. 

Australian Consulate-General 
150 East 42nd Street, 34th Floor 
NEW YORK NY 10017-5612 
Telephone: 1 212 351 6500 
Facsimile: 1 212 351 6501 
Consular jurisdiction: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands of the United States. 

Australian Consulate-General 
625 Market Street, Suite 200 
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94105-3304 
Telephone: 1 415 536 1970 
Facsimile: 1 415 536 1982 
Consular jurisdiction: Northern California, Idaho, Montana, northern Nevada, Oregon, Washington State and Wyoming. 

Outside business hours, callers from the United States may contact the Consular Emergency Centre in Australia toll-free by dialling 1 888 239 3501. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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