                                                                                                    Page: 1 of 6
                                                                                                    Syria (May 13, 2005)

                                                                                                    Travel Advisory

                                                                                                    Government of Australia


Travel Advisory: Syria

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Tuesday, 12 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 13 May 2005, 18:28:38, AEST. 
Australians in Syria are advised to exercise a high degree of caution. There are ongoing tensions in the Middle East and the risk of possible terrorist attacks against Western interests remains. Commercial and public areas known to be frequented by foreigners are possible terrorist targets. 

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Australians in Syria are advised to exercise a high degree of caution. There are ongoing tensions in the Middle East and the risk of possible terrorist attacks against Western interests remains. Possible terrorist targets include commercial and public areas known to be frequented by foreigners such as - but not limited to - key transport installations including airports, premises and buildings associated with foreign governments and companies, hotels, restaurants, bars, schools, places of worship, outdoor recreation events and tourist areas. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Demonstrations and public gatherings occur and have the potential to turn violent. 

Personal Security 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers cheques and US dollars cash. It is illegal to change money on the streets. Money can be changed in government banks or recognised exchange shops. Credit cards and travellers' cheques are not widely accepted although they can be used at international hotels and local banks. Automatic Teller Machine (ATM) locations should be confirmed with your card provider before travel. There are no foreign banks in Syria. Syrian pounds cannot be converted into US dollars on departure. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Road travel can be dangerous. At night, outside the major cities, vehicles frequently drive without headlights illuminated and at high speed., 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

Consistent with local custom and sensitivities, travellers should dress and behave conservatively. Local laws against homosexuality are strictly enforced. 

Children of Syrian fathers automatically acquire Syrian citizenship at birth. Children under eighteen must have their father's permission to leave Syria, irrespective of the status of their parents' marriage or if the mother has been granted full custody by a Syrian court. 

Women in Syria can be subject to strict family controls and may be prevented from leaving the country. A Syrian husband may legally prevent his wife from leaving the country, regardless of her nationality. Syria does not recognise dual nationality. This may limit the ability of the Australian Government to provide consular assistance to Australian/Syrian dual nationals who are arrested or detained. Australians of Arab origin attempting to enter Syria have been detained by Syrian authorities for long periods without charge. Australian citizens who also hold Syrian citizenship will be regarded by Syrian authorities as Syrian citizens while in Syria. Syria may allow dual nationals who have been resident in Australia to enter and stay for up to 3 months before becoming liable for military service, but dual nationals should seek this authority in writing before departing Australia. Payment of fines in lieu of military service is possible in certain circumstances. 

The prohibition of photography of military or government installations is strictly enforced. 

Travellers are required to carry identification documents at all times. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Syrian Embassy or Consulate, well in advance of travel. 

Australians require visas to enter Syria and must also have a passport which is valid for at least six months beyond the date of their expected departure from Syria. Long delays can be experienced, particularly if crossing at a land border, if visas are not in order. Syrian authorities advise it can take up to 30 days to resolve visa irregularities. 

If a traveller's passport contains evidence of entry to Israel, or other country border crossing points with Israel, they will be refused entry. 

Travellers visiting for more than 14 days must register with the Syrian Immigration authorities before their fifteenth day in country. 

Failure to declare all foreign currency and electronic equipment on arrival in Syria may result in problems upon departure. 

Health Issues 

Basic medical care and medicines are available in the major cities but not always in smaller centres or outlying areas. 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australia does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Syria. Australians may obtain consular assistance from and should register with the nearest Australian Embassy. This is in Egypt: 

Australian Embassy 
11th floor, World Trade Centre 
1191 Corniche el Nil 
Boulac 
Cairo, Egypt 
Telephone (20 2) 575 0444 
Facsimile (20 2) 578 1638 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

By agreement between the Canadian and Australian governments, the local Canadian Embassy provides consular assistance to Australians in Syria. This service does not include the issue of Australian passports. The address is: 

Canadian Embassy 
Autostrade Mezze 
Damascus 
Telephone (963 11) 611 6692 

The working week is Sunday to Thursday, in accordance with local practice. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305.
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