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                                                                                                    Russia (May 13, 2005)

                                                                                                    Travel Advisory

                                                                                                    Government of Australia


Travel Advisory: Russia

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Tuesday, 12 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 13 May 2005, 19:44:29, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on safety and security and local law and customs. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians in Russia are advised to exercise a high degree of caution. The possibility of further terrorist activity by Chechen separatists continues, following the killing of Chechen leader Aslan Maskhadov. 

Australians are advised to defer all travel to Chechnya, Dagestan, Ingushetia, North Ossetia, the south-east part of Stavrpol bordering Chechnya, Karbardino-Balkaria and Karachay-Cherkessia, due to the risk of military clashes and terrorist attacks. 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to Krasnodar Krai (Regin) and the Republic of Adygeya due to the unstable security situation. 

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Australians in Russian are advised to exercise a high degree of caution. Possible terrorist targets include - but are not limited to - commercial and public areas such as government buildings, residential complexes, public transportation including subways, hotels, restaurants, bars, schools, businesses, places of worship, and tourist areas. 

A number of terrorist attacks have taken place in Russia in the past year including a hostage siege in September 2004 at Beslan in Northern Ossetia where 340 people were killed; the bombing of two commercial passenger jets in August 2004; a bomb blast near the Rizhskaya Metro station in northern Moscow in August 2004; a large-scale attack on government security forces in Ingushetia in June 2004 and a bomb on a Moscow Metro train in February 2004. 

In the past, bombings have also occurred at government buildings, residential complexes, crowded public places and on various forms of public transportation. Russian authorities have warned of the possibility of further terrorist attacks in Moscow and in the Northern Caucasus, including Chechnya. The risk of terrorist attacks in other parts of Russia cannot be ruled out. 

Australians are advised to defer all travel to Chechnya, Dagestan, Ingushetia, North Ossetia, the south-east part of Stavrpol bordering Chechnya, Karbardino-Balkaria and Karachay-Cherkessia. Military clashes and terrorist attacks are common, particularly in Chechnya. The killing of Chechen leader Aslan Maskhadov by Russian federal forces on 8 March 2005 could provoke further terrorist activity by Chechen militants. The terrorist attack in Beslan in September 2004 resulted in increased instability in Northern Ossetia and Ingushetia and further violence is possible. 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to Krasnodar Krai (Regin) and the Republic of Adygeya due to the unstable security situation. 

Kidnapping for political, ransom and revenge reasons in the Northern Caucasus is common and foreigners have been targeted. 

Personal Security 

Petty crime and pick-pocketing is common, especially around tourist attractions such as the Ismailovsky tourist market and the Metro underground in Moscow and St Petersburg. 

Muggings occasionally occur in large cities. Racially motivated assaults against foreigners are a problem in Moscow and have also been reported in other large Russian cities. 

Medical centres and other embassies have reported incidences of foreign travellers being drugged and robbed while drinking in nightclubs and bars in Moscow or by accepting offers of food, drink or transportation from strangers. 

There have been reports of harassment, mistreatment and extortion by police or other local officials. The Australian Embassy can provide assistance including raising such incidents with the appropriate authorities. 

Scams in connection with introduction agencies, including through internet contacts, are common. There have been cases of travellers making financial commitments, including sending money for travel and being caught up in such scams. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them, including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Credit cards can be used at most major hotels, restaurants and establishments in the centre of major cities, although use in the regions is limited. Automatic teller machines (ATMs) are not widespread. Credit card and ATM fraud occurs. Travellers' cheques are not widely accepted outside Moscow and St Petersburg. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Road users often drive dangerously and erratically and ice and snow make winter driving especially hazardous. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

Russia does not recognise dual nationality. This may limit the ability of the Australian Government to provide consular assistance to Australian/Russian dual nationals who are arrested or detained. Australian/Russian dual nationals are required to enter and leave Russia on a valid Russian passport. If the passport expires while they are in Russia, they must obtain a new Russian passport before departing. Australian/Russian dual nationals can also enter Russia on their old USSR passport but they must obtain a new Russian passport before departure. The process of obtaining a new Russian passport routinely takes several months. 

Male Russian/Australian dual nationals between the ages of 18 and 27 may be subject to military conscription. Australian/Russian dual nationals should seek advice from the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Russia, well in advance of travel. 

Travellers may import up to USD10,000 (or equivalent) without declaring it. On departure, travellers may export up to USD3,000 without declaring it. If travellers export over USD3,000 and under USD10,000, it must be declared. For amounts greater than USD10,000, proof will be required that it was imported and declared or legally obtained in the country. Customs declarations are only valid when stamped by a Customs official. 

Routine police checks in public and tourist spots are common. Failure to provide travel documentation can result in detention and/or substantial fines. 

Extensive areas of Russia, especially in Siberia and the Russian Far East, are designated closed areas to which foreigners may not travel without government permission. 

Photography of military installations and establishments or sites of strategic importance, including airports, is prohibited. 
The importation of electrical and some high technology equipment is strictly controlled. This extends to the importation of equipment in accompanied baggage, including by business people for demonstration purposes. Certification and approval is required. This does not apply to utilitarian goods such as laptop computers. 

There are strict regulations covering the export of antiques, art and items of historical significance from Russia. Government approval is required for the export of such material and this may be requested at the point of departure. 
Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Russia, well in advance of travel. 

Travellers are required to register their visas within three working days of arrival in Russia. Most hotels undertake visa registration on behalf of their guests. Visitors not staying in a hotel must have their visas registered with the offices of UVIR (foreigners' registration office). Failure to register may result in significant delays or fines on departure. 

An exit visa specifies visa expiry date and is normally issued with the entry visa. A visa overstay can lead to difficulties and often may result in travellers being prevented from departing and the imposition of substantial fines. All foreign citizens entering Russia are required to fill in a migration card. This card will be stamped by passport control authorities and is required when registering your visa. The migration card is required by passport control authorities upon departure. 

Health Issues 

Medical standards are below western standards in parts of Russia. Some clinics may require upfront cash payments before treatment is provided. 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians may obtain consular assistance from and are advised to register with the: 

Australian Embassy 
10a/2 Podkolokolny Pereulok, 
Moscow, RUSSIA 
Telephone (7 095 or 7 503) 956 6070 
Facsimile (7 095 or 7 503) 956 6170 

Limited consular assistance, which does not include passport issue, may be obtained at the: 

Australian Honorary Consulate 
Mr Vladimir Gavriluk 
42, Prospekt Krasnogo Zname 
Vladivostok, RUSSIA 
Telephone: (7 423 2) 427 464 
Facsimile: (7 423 2) 426 916 

Australian Honorary Consulate 
Mr Sebastian FitzLyon 
Italianskaya 1 
St. Petersburg, RUSSIA 
Telephone/Facsimile (7 812) 325 7333 
Email: OZ@CONSULTEAST.COM 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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