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                                                                                                     Lebanon (June 29, 2005)

                                                                                                     Travel Advisory

                                                                                                     Government of Australia


Travel Advisory: Lebanon

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Sunday, 10 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Wednesday, 29 June 2005, 10:32:25, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. The overall level of the advice has not changed. It contains new information on safety and security. 

Australians in Lebanon are advised to exercise extreme caution. There are ongoing tensions in the Middle East and the risk of possible terrorist attacks against Western interests remains. Commercial and public areas known to be frequented by foreigners are possible terrorist targets. 

Political assassinations continue to occur in Lebanon, including through the use of car bombs. Such incidents can lead to retaliatory attacks or other violence. Bystanders can be caught up in these attacks. 

Australians are advised to avoid visiting Palestinian camps in Lebanon. 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to the border areas of southern Lebanon. 

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Australians in Lebanon are advised to exercise extreme caution. There are ongoing tensions in the Middle East and the risk of possible terrorist attacks against Western interests remains. Possible terrorist targets include commercial and public areas known to be frequented by foreigners such as - but not limited to - premises and buildings associated with foreign governments and companies, embassies, hotels, clubs, restaurants, shopping centres, bars, schools, places of worship, outdoor recreation events and tourist areas. Infrastructure associated with the Lebanese Government such as airports and public buildings is also a potential terrorist target. In addition to terrorist attacks such as bombings, kidnapping of Westerners is also possible. Past events such as the bombings of the British Council and American franchises (including popular fast-food outlets), the murder of a US citizen in Sidon and the attack on a foreign missionary in Tripoli underline the potential for Western interests in Lebanon to be targeted. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Australians are advised to avoid visiting Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon which are the scene of frequent gun battles, murders and explosions. 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to the border areas of southern Lebanon. The Lebanese movement, Hizbollah, is engaged in periodic attacks on Israeli Defence Force targets in the disputed Shebaa Farms area of the Golan Heights and elsewhere along the southern border. There is a risk of travellers being caught up in retaliatory Israeli air strikes on targets in these areas. 

The political environment remains tense following the assassination of ex-Prime Minister Hariri on 14 February 2005. In March/April 2005, a series of bomb attacks occurred, mostly in predominantly Christian areas, in and around Beirut, resulting in a number of deaths and further attacks are likely. 

Political assassinations continue to occur in Lebanon, including through the use of car bombs. Such incidents can lead to retaliatory attacks or other violence. Bystanders can be caught up in these attacks. 

Israeli military aircraft often overfly parts of Lebanon, including Beirut, breaking the sound barrier. This can often be confused with the sound of a detonation. 

Personal Security 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

You are required by law to report a lost or stolen passport as soon as possible. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, report it online or contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. As of 1 July 2005, you need to pay an additional fee to have it replaced. In some cases, the Government may restrict the length of validity or type of replacement document. Your passport is a valuable document that is attractive to people who may try to use your identity to commit crimes. It should always be kept in a safe place. 

Local Conditions 

There is a highly visible armed security presence throughout Lebanon, including at road check points, especially in the south. Travellers should ensure that they always carry full personal documentation and obey the instructions of security personnel. 

Road travel is dangerous due to inadequate maintenance of roads and local driving practices. Snow and ice compound the danger in winter. 

Landmines are numerous throughout Lebanon with the highest concentration in the south of the country. Minefields are not always clearly marked and those that are can shift in the sand away from signage. Travellers should seek advice from local residents, stay on paved roads and avoid walking or driving cross-country. 

Lebanon is in an active seismic zone and is subject to earthquakes. In the event of a natural disaster local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

Access to some areas of Lebanon is restricted and photographing or video taping military personnel or installations, government buildings and major civilian infrastructure (such as power stations) may prompt the detention of the individual concerned and/or the confiscation of photographic equipment by the Lebanese security forces. 

Travellers are advised to dress and behave modestly, consistent with local custom and sensitivities, including at tourist sites in Sidon, Tyre, Baalbeck and Tripoli, and in the Hizbollah-controlled southern suburbs of Beirut. 

Lebanon does not recognise dual nationality. This may limit the ability of the Australian Government to provide consular assistance to Australian/Lebanese dual nationals who are arrested or detained. 

Australians of Lebanese descent who carry Lebanese papers will be treated as Lebanese nationals by security authorities. In these circumstances, it may be difficult for the Australian Embassy to provide consular assistance if Australian-Lebanese dual nationals encounter difficulties. 

Australian males who hold Lebanese citizenship or who were registered with a Lebanese Embassy at birth may be required to perform military service upon their return to Lebanon. The Australian Embassy in Lebanon has received the following advice from the Lebanese Ministry of Defence: 

(a) Australian-Lebanese citizens seeking deferment of military service must have resided outside Lebanon for the last five years; 
(b) they may visit Lebanon for a maximum period of three months before being obliged to fulfil military service obligations; and 
(c) Australian-Lebanese citizens should report to the conscription department of the Ministry of Defence within one week after arriving in Lebanon, and may be required to produce evidence to this effect in order to be permitted to leave Lebanon. 

The Australian Government is unable to intervene in situations where Australian dual nationals are required by the Lebanese authorities to undertake military service. Before departing Australia dual nationals of military service age should check military service obligations with the Lebanese authorities. For up-to-date information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Lebanon well in advance of travel. 

Under Lebanese law, Lebanese nationals may prevent their wives and children (even if they are Australian citizens) from leaving Lebanon. 

Child custody and divorce decisions are based on local religious laws. Australians involved in custody and other family disputes should ensure they consult a lawyer for advice before they leave Australia on how religious law may impact on their family circumstances, including their departure from Lebanon. Australians (including mothers with children) have been prevented from leaving Lebanon when relatives have placed stop orders on their passports in accordance with Lebanese law. 

The use of reduced-price call-back telephone systems is illegal in Lebanon and cards or accounts purchased in Australia cannot be used while travelling in the country. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Lebanon, well in advance of travel. 

Travellers to Lebanon with passports or other documentation, including airline tickets, containing evidence of entry to or intended travel to Israel, or other country border crossing points with Israel, will be refused entry to Lebanon. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Medical services in Lebanon are expensive. Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians may obtain consular assistance from the: 

Australian Embassy 
Embassy Complex 
Serail Hill 
Downtown Beirut 
Lebanon 
Telephone: (961 1) 974 030 
Fax: (961 1) 974 029 
Website http://www.lebanon.embassy.gov.au 

All Australians travelling to Lebanon, whether for tourism or business or for short or long stays, are encouraged to register with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Australians can register in person at any Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate or on-line. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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