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Travel Advisory: Israel, the Gaza Strip and the West Bank

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade  

This Advice is current for Wednesday, 06 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 13 May 2005, 18:52:46, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on safety and security, local law and customs and entry and exit requirements. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians are advised to consider carefully their need to travel to Israel at this time. Australians in Israel concerned for their safety should consider departure. The risk of terrorist attack remains high. These attacks could occur at any time and could be directed against any locations where large numbers of people gather, including tourist areas. 

Australians are advised not to travel to the Gaza Strip or the West Bank. Australians in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank should leave. Conflict between Israeli forces and Palestinians in these areas is continuing and political tensions are high. 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to Israel's borders with Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt. 

Australians in Israel, the Gaza Strip and the West Bank are strongly urged to register with the Australian Embassy (contact details below). 

This advice should be read in conjunction with our travel bulletin Israel: Maccabiah Games 10-21 July 2005.

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

While there has been an easing of tensions in Israel in 2005 the overall security situation remains tense and the risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks is high throughout the country. Attacks could occur at any time and could be directed against any locations, such as - but not limited to - hotels, clubs, restaurants and cafés, bars, schools, marketplaces, places of worship, outdoor promenades, shopping malls, recreation events and tourist areas as well as buses and bus stations. 

Australians in Israel, the West Bank, or the Gaza Strip are urged to monitor closely local media reporting of developments in Israel, the Occupied Territories and the region. Australians should heed the advice of local authorities. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Australians are advised not travel to the Gaza Strip or the West Bank and Australians in the area should leave if it is safe to do so. Tensions between Israeli forces and Palestinians remain high and clashes between Palestinian militants and the Israeli Defence Force continue to occur. There is also occasional violence between Israelis and Palestinians around settlements, as well as tensions between rival Palestinian factions. Israeli military operations in cities and towns in the West Bank and Gaza can occur without notice. 

Checkpoints may be set up or closed at any time. During any military operation it is possible for the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) to declare the area a closed military zone. Any civilians found in the area in breach of this order can then be arrested, detained in prison and, where considered appropriate, deported. In the event of direct military action or civil disorder, it is safest, in the absence of other advice, to remain indoors and maintain a low profile. 

Demonstrations and large public gatherings (including funerals) have the potential to turn violent in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Israeli security forces monitor such gatherings and may intervene. 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to Israel's borders with Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt. Borders with Lebanon and Syria are contested and occasional military action may take place. Security incidents have also occurred near Israel's border with Jordan and Egypt. In October 2004, terrorist bombing attacks were carried out at hotels and tourist resorts in the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt. 

Personal Security 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

There are live minefields in the border areas with Lebanon and Syria, and in the West Bank. Some minefields may not be clearly marked. 

Driving in Israel is erratic and there are frequent accidents. 

Israel and the Palestinian territories are located in an active seismic zone. In the event of a natural disaster local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

Australians who were born to Israeli parents are considered citizens of Israel. Israeli law requires Israeli citizens to enter and leave Israel on an Israeli passport. 

Australian/Israeli dual nationals may be liable for military service. Australian/Israeli dual nationals who are unsure of their military service obligation can consult the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Israel. 

Travel documents (or copies) must be carried at all times as proof of identity. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Israel well in advance of travel. 

Israeli authorities require travellers to have passports with at least six months validity. 

Travellers may be subject to lengthy questioning and bag searches by security officials on arrival and departure. 

Foreign passport holders wishing to travel to the West Bank and Gaza must obtain prior written authorisation. This can only be obtained by submitting a written request, in person, at crossing points. Decisions may take as long as 5 days. Travellers may be subject to extensive security vetting. Entry may be refused, and travel into these areas without prior authorisation may result in legal measures being taken, including deportation and refusal of future re-entry into Israel. 

Australians of Palestinian background who are, or who once were, holders of a Palestinian ID card are considered by both the Israeli and Palestinian authorities to be Palestinian nationals while in the West Bank, Gaza or Israel. Travellers considered to be Palestinian may be a required to obtain a Palestinian passport. 

Australians considered to be Palestinians, notwithstanding any other citizenship, are only permitted to enter Israel via Ben Gurion airport if they last entered Israel by this route. In order to depart the West Bank or Gaza via Ben Gurion airport it is necessary to obtain a permit to transit Israel. Israeli authorities are unlikely to issue such a permit except in humanitarian cases. Travellers not able to enter via Ben Gurion airport may only enter the West Bank or Gaza via Jordan or Egypt. Departure in these circumstances must be also arranged through Egypt or Jordan. The introduction of ad hoc checkpoints between towns can make movement to obtain the necessary documents extremely difficult, making departure from the West Bank or Gaza very difficult and sometimes impossible. In the event of a terrorist attack or threatened attack, crossings may be shut down completely without notice. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians in and travelling to Israel, the Gaza Strip or the West Bank may obtain consular assistance from and should register with the: 

Australian Embassy 
4th Floor 
Beit Europa 
37 Shaul Hamelech 
Tel Aviv 64928, Israel 
Telephone (972 3) 693 5000 
Facsimile (972 3) 693 5002 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 
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