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Travel Advisory: India

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Wednesday, 06 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Wednesday, 25 May 2005, 17:20:57, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on safety and security. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians in India are advised to exercise caution and monitor developments that might affect their safety. As you would in Australia, use common sense and be alert to suspicious activities. Be aware of concern about the security environment because of the risk of militant acts and communal tensions. You should be vigilant and watch the media for information about possible new safety or security threats. 

Some southern and eastern coastal areas of India were hit by a large tsunami on 26 December 2004 resulting in widespread flooding and damage. As relief and reconstruction efforts continue, some coastal areas of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andhra Pradesh may have limited services available due to infrastructure damage. Australians intending to visit these affected areas should check with their travel agent and accommodation providers. 

Australians should defer all travel to Jammu and Kashmir other than travel to Ladakh via Manali, or by air to Leh, as armed clashes and terrorist activities continue. 

Australians should defer non-essential travel to the northeastern states of Assam, Nagaland, Tripura and Manipur as the security situation in the northeast remains uncertain. 

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

There is an ongoing risk of terrorist activity by militant groups, including possible attacks against national institutions, public transport, religious sites and festivals and tourist sites. There is also a risk of attacks in commercial and public areas and at events known to be frequented by foreigners. On 22 May bomb explosions occurred at two cinemas in New Delhi. The attacks may have been connected to a film being screened at the cinemas. Further attacks are possible in cinemas which continue to screen the film. 

Australians should be particularly vigilant in the lead-up to and on days of national significance such as Republic Day (26 January) and Independence Day (15 August) as militants have in the past used such occasions to mount attacks. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

There has been an improvement in India-Pakistan relations since April 2003, but the situation could change with little notice. Australians should defer all travel to Jammu and Kashmir, other than travel to Ladakh via Manali, or by air to Leh. Serious security problems remain in Srinagar, as well as elsewhere in the Kashmir valley, and in other parts of the state. Armed clashes and terrorist activities continue, and have resulted in large numbers of deaths and injuries, including among civilians. Foreigners have in the past been kidnapped in Kashmir and further such incidents are possible. 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to the states of Assam, Nagaland, Tripura and Manipur as the security situation in the northeast remains uncertain. Insurgent groups have attacked civilians, bombed buildings, buses and trains in the region. Armed robbery, kidnapping and extortion occur regularly. Recently there has been a marked increase in the severity of terrorist incidents in Assam and Nagaland. Australians should exercise caution in the other northeastern states of Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya and Mizoram. 

Political gatherings and large demonstrations occur and have turned violent in the past. Communal tensions exist in parts of India and can lead to violence. 

Extremist/militant groups, such as the Naxalites and the People's War Group, operate in rural areas of eastern and central India. 

Personal Security 

Several foreign citizens who were hiking alone or in small groups have been attacked or have disappeared while visiting the Kulu/Manali district in Himachal Pradesh, particularly on some of the more remote trekking routes. Trekkers can register their presence with the local police. 

Travellers travelling alone, particularly at night, have been targeted by criminals. 

Travellers have been robbed and assaulted when using unauthorised taxis. Information about authorised services can be obtained from the counters at airports, railway and bus stations. 

Petty theft is common, particularly in crowded areas such as markets, airports, bus and railway stations and while travelling on public transport where luggage and possessions are particularly vulnerable. Shoulder bags and expensive jewellery (especially gold chains) have been snatched by thieves driving by on motorcycles. 

Travellers have also been robbed and assaulted after consuming 'spiked' drinks or food. This has occurred in bars, restaurants and on public transport. 

Touts and taxi and rickshaw drivers, particularly those at airports, bus and railway stations, sometimes use aggressive tactics to persuade tourists to accept offers of tickets, tours and accommodation to various destinations. Tourists have subsequently been robbed and assaulted when they reached their destination, particularly in Kashmir or Rajasthan. 

In some parts of India there are sensitivities about missionary activity, usually in rural areas. In January 1999, an Australian missionary and his two young sons were murdered in the eastern state of Orissa. 

There are persistent allegations of sexual misconduct made against certain prominent cults and their leaders in India and reported in the media. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

There are landmines on the India-Pakistan border. Although de-mining is underway, areas along the border remain heavily mined and hazardous. 

Some southern and eastern coastal areas of India were hit by a large tsunami on 26 December 2004 resulting in widespread flooding and damage. As relief and reconstruction efforts continue, some coastal areas of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andhra Pradesh may have limited services available due to infrastructure damage. Australians intending to visit these affected areas should check with their travel agent and accommodation providers. 

The Department of Health and Ageing advises that surveillance by the World Health Organization has not detected any large outbreaks of disease in tsunami-affected areas. Camps for internally displaced persons are at risk of outbreaks of disease because of crowding and limited sewage facilities. Australian travellers should take the usual precautions against water- borne and mosquito-borne diseases and see a travel medicine specialist prior to departure. 

Road travel in India can be hazardous. Road conditions are often poor and accidents frequently occur. 

There have been reports of travellers being intimidated or tricked into purchasing items which are grossly overvalued after accepting unsolicited approaches for provision of various services, particularly for assistance with shopping for jewellery, gems and carpets. There are government jewellery and carpet outlets in India where authentic items can be purchased. 

There are concerns about the safety and maintenance standards of helicopters operating in the north eastern states. 

Seafarers are advised that piracy occurs in the coastal areas of India. This advice should be read in conjunction with our travel bulletin on piracy at sea. 

Parts of India are in active seismic zones and are subject to earthquakes. Landslides and flooding occur in the monsoon season (July to early September) and can affect transport infrastructure. Monsoon flooding can cut off some towns and villages for days at a time. In the event of a natural disaster, local authorities will provide advice. The Indian Meteorological Department provides up to date advice on monsoons. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

Penalties in India for illegal drug offences and the importation of pornography are severe and the judicial process can be lengthy. 

Foreigners are required by law to carry their passport at all times. 

Prior permission is required from the Indian authorities to visit certain parts of the country, particularly the northeast. Permits are required for Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, parts of Kulu District and Spiti District of Himachal Pradesh, border areas of Jammu and Kashmir, some areas of Uttar Pradesh, parts of Rajasthan adjacent to the international border, and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Severe penalties exist for persons entering a restricted area without prior permission. A minimum of four weeks' notice is required for processing applications for permits and advice should be sought from the nearest High Commission or Consulate of India or the Ministry of Home Affairs in New Delhi. 

Physical harassment of women and sexual assault occur. Women travelling alone, including in rural areas, are at risk of unwanted attention. 

Australians should familiarise themselves with local customs before arriving in India and are advised to dress and behave modestly, particularly in northern India and at religious sites. Physical contact between men and women in public is not considered acceptable. 

The Indian Parliament recently passed a bill which will allow persons of Indian origin in a number of countries, including Australia, to apply for dual citizenship. However, the legislation has not yet been put into effect and Australian/Indian dual nationals may still be regarded solely as Indian citizens by the Indian authorities. This could limit the ability of Australian officials to provide consular services to Australians who have retained their Indian citizenship, particularly if they are detained or arrested. 

It is a legal requirement for motorcycle riders to wear helmets. Travellers intending to ride motorcycles should check that their travel insurance polices cover injuries sustained in motorcycle accidents. Both international and Australian driving licences are required to drive or ride motorcycles legally and to validate any applicable insurance. An Australian licence alone is not sufficient, despite the advice to the contrary by some car and motorcycle rental companies. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest High Commission or Consulate of India, well in advance of travel. There are heavy penalties, including jail sentences, for overstaying visas. 

If planning to stay in India for more than 180 days, travellers are required to register within 14 days of arrival with the Foreigners Regional Registration Office (New Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata) or with the Superintendent of Police in other areas. 

Travellers who have lost or had their passport stolen require an exit visa to depart from India. Exit visas can be obtained by presenting a police report to the Foreigners Registration Office. 

Health Issues 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has reported an outbreak of Meningococcal A disease in Delhi. Officials of the WHO are working with local health authorities to investigate the outbreak and take measures to reduce the risk of further cases. 

The Department of Health and Ageing advises that although the risk of infection to travellers to the area is considered low, Australians intending to travel to Delhi and surrounding districts should consider prior vaccination against the Group A Meningococcal strain at least 2 weeks prior to travel. The Department of Health and Ageing produces a fact sheet on Meningococcal disease. 

There is a high incidence of mosquito and water-borne diseases, such as malaria, cholera, gastro-enteritis and dengue in India. The incidence of dengue rises dramatically during the monsoon season. 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians may obtain consular assistance from and should register with: 

Australian High Commission 
Australian Compound No. 1/50 G Shantipath 
Chanakyapuri 
New Delhi INDIA 110021 
Telephone (91 11) 5139 9900 
Facsimile (91 11) 2687 2228 

or 

Australian Consulate-General 
36 Maker Chambers VI 
220 Nariman Point 
Mumbai (Bombay) 400021 
Telephone (91 22) 5669 2000 
Facsimile (91 22) 5669 2005 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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