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                                                                                                     Travel Advisory
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Travel Advisory: Burma

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Sunday, 10 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 03 June 2005, 16:35:01, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on safety and security. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians in Burma are advised to exercise caution and monitor developments that might affect their safety. As you would in Australia, use common sense and be alert to suspicious activities. Be aware of concern about the security environment because of the risk of terrorism and politically motivated unrest. 

Australians in Burma are advised to avoid travel to the border area between Burma and Thailand, where ethnic conflict and banditry can occur.

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

We continue to receive reports that terrorist elements in the region are planning attacks. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

There is a potential for politically motivated unrest in Burma. Demonstrations, large public gatherings and areas cordoned off by security forces can become violent with little or no warning. 

Acts of political violence can occur. Since May 2004 there has been an increase in the frequency of bomb attacks in Burma, particularly in the capital, Rangoon. Attacks have occurred in areas frequented by tourists. In April 2005 a bomb attack occurred at a market in Mandalay. On 7 May 2005 three bombs exploded almost simultaneously at two shopping centres and an exhibition centre in Rangoon. These attacks resulted in numerous civilian casualties and injuries. In the past, there have been incidents of politically motivated violence on or around public holidays such as Armed Forces Day (27 March). 

Australians are advised to avoid travel to the border area between Burma and Thailand, where ethnic conflict and banditry can occur. 

Freedom of speech, movement and political activity is restricted. Foreigners have been detained, imprisoned or deported for distributing pro-democracy literature and visiting the homes or offices of Burmese pro-democracy leaders. Curfews are occasionally imposed. 

Personal Security 

There is a risk of street crime, such as mugging and petty theft, including incidents of violent crime directed against foreigners. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

Credit cards or US dollars travellers' cheques are not accepted for payment at hotels or for the purchase of goods or services – including airline tickets. There are no automatic teller machines (ATMs) in Burma and cash advances on credit/debit cards and cheque cashing facilities through banks are not available. US currency is widely accepted at commercial establishments. Other currencies and travellers' cheques are not widely accepted. Travellers should be aware that banks, money changers and commercial establishments in Burma occasionally refuse foreign currency on the basis of reports of counterfeit currency in circulation. 

The Burmese government issues Foreign Exchange Certificates (FECs), which have the same face value as the US dollar. FECs can be exchanged for local currency (Myanmar Kyat), or used to pay for goods and services where FECs are the accepted forms of payment. Neither FECs nor Myanmar Kyat can be converted to any other currency. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Unmarked landmines are a danger in some parts of Burma, particularly in the border areas. 

Travel within Burma is restricted to officially designated tourist areas. Travel delays and disruption can be minimised by obtaining permission from the Burmese tourist authorities before undertaking travel outside Rangoon. 

Public transportation within Burma, including air and rail travel, often does not meet international safety standards. A number of fatal accidents have occurred, most recently a rail crash in 2004. Roads and vehicles are poorly maintained. It is common practice for pedestrians to walk on roads. A driver involved in an accident with a pedestrian is always regarded to be at fault and is likely to be detained. 

Internet service is not readily available in Burma although several internet cafes have recently opened in Rangoon. Access is expensive and heavily restricted. Free international email sites are not accessible. The telephone network is unreliable and limited to cities and large towns. Mobile phones, other than those provided by Burmese authorities, will not operate in Burma. 

The monsoon season is June to September in the southwest of Burma and December to April in the northeast. Flooding also occurs. In the event of a natural disaster, local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

Penalties for drug offences are severe, including imprisonment and the death penalty. 

Burma does not recognise dual nationality. This may limit the ability of Australian officials to provide consular services to Australian/Burmese dual nationals who are arrested or detained. Australian/Burmese dual nationals should seek advice from the nearest Embassy or Consulate of the Union of Myanmar well in advance of travel. 

Customs regulations are restrictive and strictly enforced. For example, laptop computers and mobile phones are restricted imports and must be declared to Burmese customs authorities. Burmese customs may hold undeclared items for collection upon departure. Travellers report that customs authorities closely search luggage on arrival and departure. Customs officials strictly limit what is brought into the country. Further advice regarding import and export regulations can be obtained from the nearest Embassy or Consulate of the Union of Myanmar. 

Photographing military personnel and installations is illegal. 

Foreigners are frequently required to present their passport and visa to authorities, including for domestic air and rail travel and when staying at hotels. 

In accordance with local customs, travellers should dress and behave conservatively. Wearing short-sleeved garments and shorts may cause offence when visiting Buddhist temples. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of the Union of Myanmar, well in advance of travel. 

Travel to and within Burma is strictly controlled by government authorities. 

Travel to or from Burma via a land route is possible, but is restricted to a limited number of land border crossing points. These are; 

• Tarchilek (Myanmar Shan State) - Mae Sai (Thailand Border) 
• Muse (Myanmar Shan State) - Ruili (China Border) 
• Tamu (Myanmar Chin State) - Morei (India Border) 
• Kaw Thoung (Myanmar Tanintharyi) - Ranong (Thailand Border) 

Permission to use these land border transit points must be obtained prior to travel through a government authorised tour company who will obtain the required permits from the Burmese Ministry of Hotel and Tourism. 

Foreign currency in excess of US$2,000 must be declared upon arrival. Failure to do so could result in imprisonment. 

Health Issues 

Medical facilities are limited outside the capital, Rangoon. 
For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians may obtain consular assistance from and should register with: 

Australian Embassy 
88 Strand Road 
Rangoon, Burma 
Telephone (95 1) 251 810 
Facsimile (95 1) 246 159 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305.
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