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COUNTRY DESCRIPTION:  Mongolia is a vast country of mountains, lakes, deserts and grasslands.  It peacefully abandoned its communist system in 1990 and has successfully made the transition to a parliamentary democracy.  Economic reforms continue.  The country’s development will depend on considerable infrastructure investment, particularly in the energy, transportation, and communication sectors.  Travelers to Mongolia should be aware that shortcomings in these areas might have an impact on travel plans.  Read the Department of State Background Notes on Mongolia at http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2779.htm for additional information. 

ENTRY/EXIT REQUIREMENTS:  A valid passport is required for American visitors.  No visa is required for Americans visiting for fewer than 90 days; however, visitors planning to stay in Mongolia for more than 30 days are required to register with the Immigration, Naturalization and Foreign Citizens Agency in Ulaanbaatar within the first seven days of arrival.  American visitors who fail to register and who stay longer than 30 days, even for reasons beyond their control, will be stopped at departure, denied exit, and fined.  It is recommended that if there is any possibility that a visitor will be in Mongolia beyond 30 days that they register with the Immigration, Naturalization and Foreign Citizens Agency within the first seven days of their arrival. 

Americans planning to work or study in Mongolia should apply for a visa at a Mongolian Embassy or Consulate overseas.  Failure to do so may result in authorities denying registration, levying a fine, and requiring that the visitor leave the country.  Travelers arriving or departing Mongolia through China or Russia should be aware of Chinese and Russian visa regulations.  American citizens are not permitted to transit through China or Russia without a visa.  For more information on these requirements see the Consular Information Sheets for these countries at http://travel.state.gov.  Travelers planning travel to Russia should get visas prior to arriving in Mongolia as they are difficult to get at the Russian Embassy in Mongolia. 

There is an exit tax payable either in USD or tugrugs collected on departures from individuals without Mongolian visas.  This amount may or may not be included with the price of the airline ticket; travelers are advised to confirm when they purchase their airline ticket. 

In an effort to prevent international child abduction, many governments have initiated procedures at entry/exit points.  These often include requiring documentary evidence of relationship and permission for the child’s travel from the parent(s) or legal guardian if not present.  Having such documentation on hand, even if not required, may facilitate entry/departure.  

See our Foreign Entry Requirements brochure for more information on Mongolia and other countries.  Visit the Embassy of Mongolia web site at http://www.mongolianembassy.us/default.php for the most current visa information. Travelers can also contact the Embassy of Mongolia at 2833 M Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20007, telephone (202) 333-7117 for the most current visa information. 

For entry and exit requirements pertaining to dual nationality and the prevention of international child abduction, read our information at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1469.html.  For Customs Information see http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1468.html. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY:  There have been no significant acts of terrorism, kidnapping, criminal incidents, or extremist activity directed against U.S. interests in Mongolia.  There are no regions of instability in the country.  U.S. citizens are advised to avoid protests and street demonstrations that occur occasionally in Ulaanbaatar, as the demonstrations may become unruly. 

For the latest security information, Americans traveling abroad should regularly monitor the Department’s Internet web site at http://travel.state.gov where the current Travel Warnings and Public Announcements, including the Worldwide Caution Public Announcement, can be found. 

Up-to-date information on safety and security can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll free in the U.S., or for callers outside the U.S. and Canada, a regular toll-line at 1-202-501-4444.  These numbers are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays). 

The Department of State urges American citizens to take responsibility for their own personal security while traveling overseas.  For general information about appropriate measures travelers can take to protect themselves in an overseas environment, see the Department of State’s pamphlet A Safe Trip Abroad at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1747.html. 

CRIME:  Over the past few years there has been a significant rise in street crime in Mongolia, particularly in Ulaanbaatar, the capital.  Violent crime is increasing, and it is not advisable to walk alone through the city after dark.  The most common crimes against foreigners are pick pocketing and bag snatching.  There are reports of organized groups in open areas surrounding, grabbing and choking an individual in order to search victim’s pockets.  U.S. citizens who detect pick pocket attempts should not confront the thieves, as they may become violent.  Caution is advised when using public transportation and in crowded public areas, such as open air markets, the Central Post Office and the Gandan Monastery.  Crime sharply rises before, during and after the Naadam Summer Festival in July and throughout the summer tourist season.  Travelers should be extremely cautious at these specific locations: 

Buyant-Ukhaa International Airport in Ulaanbaatar: tourists arriving and departing from this airport are frequently targeted for robbery and pick pocketing by organized groups. 

The State Department Store:  tourists are targeted by organized pick pocket gangs at the entries/exits/elevators and the area surrounding the store. 

INFORMATION FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME:  The loss or theft abroad of a U.S. passport should be reported immediately to the local police and the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.  If you are the victim of a crime while overseas, in addition to reporting to local police, please contact the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate for assistance.  The Embassy/Consulate staff can, for example, assist you to find appropriate medical care, contact family members or friends and explain how funds could be transferred.  Although the investigation and prosecution of the crime is solely the responsibility of local authorities, consular officers can help you to understand the local criminal justice process and to find an attorney if needed. 

See our information on Victims of Crime at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/emergencies/emergencies_1748.html. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES AND HEALTH INFORMATION:  Medical facilities in Mongolia are very limited and do not meet most Western standards, especially for emergency health care requirements.  Many brand-name western medicines are unavailable.  Ulaanbaatar, the capital, has the majority of medical facilities; outside of Ulaanbaatar medical facilities and treatment are extremely limited or non-existent.  Specialized emergency care for infants and the elderly is not available.  Infectious diseases, such as plague, meningococcal meningitis, and tuberculosis, are present at various times of the year.  Serious medical problems requiring hospitalization and/or medical evacuation to the United States can cost thousands of dollars; see section on Medical Insurance below.  Doctors and hospitals usually expect immediate payment in cash for health services.  A June 2005 medical evacuation from Ulaanbaatar just to Seoul, Korea cost the patient $87,000.  Medevac companies will not initiate an evacuation without a fee guarantee beforehand and in full.  The U.S. State Department has compiled a list of worldwide air ambulance services for people needing medical evacuation at http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/tips/health/health_1185.html.

Local hospitals generally do not contact the Embassy about ill or injured Americans in their care; hospitalized American citizens who need Consular assistance from the Embassy will need to specifically request the doctor or hospital to contact the Embassy in Ulaanbaatar.  For more information, please contact the U.S. Embassy in Ulaanbaatar, which has a list of medical facilities available to foreigners, or the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s international travelers hotline (see below). 

Sanitation in some restaurants is inadequate, particularly outside of Ulaanbaatar.  Stomach illnesses are frequent.  Bottled water and other routine precautions are advisable. 

Information on vaccinations and other health precautions, such as safe food and water precautions and insect bite protection, may be obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s hotline for international travelers at 1-877-FYI-TRIP (1-877-394-8747) or via the CDC’s Internet site at http://www.cdc.gov/travel.  For information about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad consult the World Health Organization’s (WHO) website at http://www.who.int/en.  Further health information for travelers is available at http://www.who.int/ith. 

MEDICAL INSURANCE:  The Department of State strongly urges Americans to consult with their medical insurance company prior to traveling abroad to confirm whether their policy applies overseas and whether it will cover emergency expenses such as a medical evacuation.  (See Medical Facilities and Health Information)  Please see our information on medical insurance overseas at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1470.html. 

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND ROAD CONDITIONS:  While in a foreign country, U.S. citizens may encounter road conditions that differ significantly from those in the United States.  The information below concerning Mongolia is provided for general reference only, and may not be totally accurate in a particular location or circumstance. 

Driving in the capital city of Ulaanbaatar can be extremely difficult due to poorly maintained streets, malfunctioning traffic lights, inadequate street lighting, undisciplined pedestrians, and a shortage of traffic signs.  There has been a dramatic increase in the number of vehicles on the roads in recent years, but the knowledge and skills of the driving population have not kept pace with the growth of automobiles.  There are many metered taxis in Ulaanbaatar.  There is one car rental company operating in Ulaanbaatar, but safety and maintenance standards are uncertain and should be utilized with caution.  Another alternative is to hire a car and driver from local tourist companies.  Public transportation within the capital is extensive, cheap, and generally reliable, but it is also extremely crowded (see Information on crime above) with the result that pick pockets often victimize foreigners.  There are few paved roads outside of the capital, and driving can be hazardous, particularly after dark.  For specific information concerning Mongolian driver’s permits, vehicle inspection, road tax and mandatory insurance, contact the Embassy of Mongolia at 2833 M Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20007, telephone (202) 333-7117. 

Please refer to our Road Safety page for more information at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1179.html.  Visit the website of the country’s national tourist office and national authority responsible for road safety at http://www.mongolianembassy.us/default.php. 

AVIATION SAFETY OVERSIGHT: As there is no direct commercial air service between the United States and Mongolia, the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has not assessed Mongolia’s Civil Aviation Authority for compliance with ICAO international aviation safety standards.  For more information, travelers may visit the FAA’s internet web site at http://www.faa.gov/safety/programs_initiatives/oversight/iasa. 

The U.S. Embassy prohibits U.S. government personnel use of MIAT domestic service for official travel because of uncertainties regarding MIAT’s service schedule, aircraft certification and insurance status.  This prohibition does not extend to MIAT’s international flights. 

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES:   Traveler’s checks denominated in dollars are accepted at some hotels and may be converted to dollars or tugrugs at several banks.  Credit cards can be used at a variety of hotels, restaurants, and shops in Ulaanbaatar.  Outside of the capital, travelers should have cash.  Cash advances against credit cards are available at commercial banks such as Trade and Development Bank and Golomt Bank.  International bank wire transfers are also possible.  There are a handful of VISA only ATM machines in Ulaanbaatar, but that they do not always function and are not reliable.  ATM machines do not exist outside the capital. 

American citizens are encouraged to carry a copy of their passports with them at all times, so that, if questioned by local officials, proof of identity and citizenship are readily available.  U.S. consular officers may not always receive timely notification of the detention or arrest of a U.S. citizen, particularly outside of Ulaanbaatar. 

Severe fuel shortages and problems with central heating and electrical systems may cause seriously reduced heating levels and power outages in Ulaanbaatar and other cities during the winter.  Smaller towns in the countryside may have no heat or electricity at all.  The Embassy advises all American residents in Mongolia to be prepared to depart if there is a complete energy failure.  General information about natural disaster preparedness is available via the Internet from the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) at http://www.fema.gov/. 

Mongolian customs authorities enforce strict regulations concerning import and export of items such as firearms, ammunition and antiquities.  Import of firearms or ammunition requires prior approval from the Government of Mongolia.  Export of antiquities requires a special customs clearance certificate issued by authorized antique shops at the time of purchase.  For additional information contact the Embassy of Mongolia at 2833 M Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20402, telephone: (202) 333-7117. 

Please see our information on customs regulations at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1468.html. 

CRIMINAL PENALTIES:  While in a foreign country, a U.S. citizen is subject to that country's laws and regulations, which sometimes differ significantly from those in the United States and may not afford the protections available to the individual under U.S. law.  Penalties for breaking the law can be more severe than in the United States for similar offenses.  Persons violating Mongolian laws, even unknowingly, may be expelled, arrested or imprisoned.  Penalties for possession, use, or trafficking in illegal drugs in Mongolia are severe, and convicted offenders can expect long jail sentences and heavy fines.  Engaging in illicit sexual conduct with children or using or disseminating child pornography in a foreign country is a crime, prosecutable in the United States.  For more information visit http:// travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1467. html. 

CHILDREN'S ISSUES:  For information on international adoption of children and international parental child abduction, see the Office of Children’s Issues website at http://www.travel.state.gov/family/family_1732.html. 

REGISTRATION / EMBASSY LOCATION:   Americans living or traveling in Mongolia are encouraged to register with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate through the State Department’s travel registration website, https://travelregistration.state.gov, and to obtain updated information on travel and security within Mongolia.  Americans without Internet access may register directly with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.  By registering, American citizens make it easier for the Embassy or Consulate to contact them in case of emergency.  The U.S. Embassy is located at Micro Region 11, Big Ring Road, Ulaanbaatar.  The telephone number is (976) 11-329-095, the Consular Section fax number is (976) 11-353-788, the Embassy web site is http://ulaanbaatar.usembassy.gov/home/index.shtml .  The Consular Section can be emailed directly at cons@usembassy.mn.  The Consular Section is open Monday and Thursday from 1-3 p.m., except on U.S. and Mongolian holidays. 

*     *     *
This replaces the Consular Information Sheet dated March 21, 2005, to update sections on Entry/Exit Requirements, Crime, Medical Facilities and Health Information, Medical Insurance, Special Circumstances, Registration/Embassy Location. 

Complements of

Political Asylum Research

And Documentation Service (PARDS) LLC

145 Witherspoon Street

Princeton, New Jersey 08542

www.pards.org
Phone: 1 (609) 497 – 7663

politicalasylum@gmail.com
Internal File: Mongolia(ConsularInformationSheet)U.S.DepartmentofState(October21,2005)
                                                                                        Complements of www.pards.org
                                                                                        Princeton, New Jersey 08542

