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COUNTRY DESCRIPTION:  Luxembourg is a highly developed, stable constitutional monarchy and parliamentary democracy.  Tourist facilities are widely available.  Read the Department of State Background Notes on Luxembourg at http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3182.htm for additional information. 

ENTRY/EXIT REQUIREMENTS: A passport is required.  A visa is not required for American citizens for business or tourist stays of up to 90 days.  That period begins when you enter any of the Schengen group of countries: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, and Sweden.  Luxembourg is a member of the Schengen group within the European Union.  No immunization is necessary.  For further information concerning entry requirements for Luxembourg, travelers may contact the Embassy of Luxembourg at 2200 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington, D.C. 20008, phone: (202) 265-4171 or 4172, or the Luxembourg Consulate General in New York, phone: (212) 888-6664 or in San Francisco, phone: (415) 788-0816. Visit the Embassy of Luxembourg web site at http://www.luxembourg-usa.org/ for the most current visa information. 

For entry and exit requirements pertaining to dual nationality and the prevention of international child abduction, read our information at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1469.html.  For Customs Information see http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1468.html. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY: Terrorist incidents are rare in Luxembourg.  However, like other countries in the Schengen area, Luxembourg’s open borders with its Western European neighbors could allow the possibility of terrorist groups to enter/exit the country unnoticed.  

Prior police approval is required for public demonstrations in Luxembourg, and police oversight is routinely provided to ensure adequate security for participants and passers-by.  Nonetheless, situations may develop which could pose a threat to public safety.  U.S. citizens are advised to avoid areas where public demonstrations are taking place.  

For the latest security information, Americans traveling abroad should regularly monitor the Department’s Internet web site at http://travel.state.gov where the current Travel Warnings and Public Announcements, including the Worldwide Caution Public Announcement, can be found. 

Up-to-date information on safety and security can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll free in the U.S., or for callers outside the U.S. and Canada, a regular toll-line at 1-202-501-4444. These numbers are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays). 

The Department of State urges American citizens to take responsibility for their own personal security while traveling overseas.  For general information about appropriate measures travelers can take to protect themselves in an overseas environment, see the Department of State’s pamphlet “A Safe Trip Abroad” at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1747.html. 

CRIME:  The crime rate in Luxembourg generally is low.  Travelers should take common-sense precautions while in Luxembourg.  In particular, travelers should be especially cautious while in public areas, the airport and train terminals, where pickpockets can be a problem.  Luxembourg has many public parks that are safe during the daylight hours, though the volume of low-level drug vending has increased in some of the city parks. Tourists should, however, avoid these parks after dark due to the higher risk at night.  During the summer season, Americans should be particularly alert to purse snatchings and confidence scams against tourists.   

INFORMATION FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME:  The loss or theft abroad of a U.S. passport should be reported immediately to the local police and the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.  If you are the victim of a crime while overseas, in addition to reporting to local police, please contact the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate for assistance.  The Embassy/Consulate staff can, for example, assist you to find appropriate medical care, contact family members or friends and explain how funds could be transferred.  Although the investigation and prosecution of the crime is solely the responsibility of local authorities, consular officers can help you to understand the local criminal justice process and to find an attorney if needed.  

See our information on Victims of Crime at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/emergencies/emergencies_1748.html. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES AND HEALTH INFORMATION:  Medical facilities are widely available.  In an emergency, dial 112 for an ambulance or in case of fire; dial 113 for the police.  Hospitals in Luxembourg operate on a 24-hour rotation system.  The on-call emergency room can be determined by calling 112.  Patients may self-refer to any clinic Monday-Friday between 8am-5pm.  In Luxembourg City, three major hospitals offer comprehensive general medical and surgical treatment, as well as specialized care in orthopedics, cardiology and psychiatry.  In addition, there are two pediatric clinics and two obstetric clinics in Luxembourg City.  Hospitals also exist in the south of the country (Esch-sur-Alzette) and in the north (Wiltz).  For more specialized care, including major burns, transfer to a regional burn center in Belgium or France is necessary. 

Most drugstores are located in the city of Luxembourg but can also be found throughout the country in all major communes.  Drugstores operate on a 24-hour rotation system for after-hours services, including emergency prescriptions.  The on-call pharmacy is listed daily in the local newspaper or can be determined by calling 112.  A doctor's prescription is sometimes necessary for drugs that are sold over the counter in the United States. 

Information on vaccinations and other health precautions, such as safe food and water precautions and insect bite protection, may be obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s hotline for international travelers at 1-877-FYI-TRIP (1-877-394-8747) or via the CDC’s Internet site at http://www.cdc.gov/travel.  For information about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad consult the World Health Organization’s (WHO) website at http://www.who.int/en.  Further health information for travelers is available at http://www.who.int/ith. 

MEDICAL INSURANCE:  The Department of State strongly urges Americans to consult with their medical insurance company prior to traveling abroad to confirm whether their policy applies overseas and whether it will cover emergency expenses such as a medical evacuation.  Please see our information on medical insurance overseas at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1470.html. 

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND ROAD CONDITIONS:  While in a foreign country, U.S. citizens may encounter road conditions that differ significantly from those in the United States.  The information below concerning Luxembourg is provided for general reference only, and may not be totally accurate in a particular location or circumstance. 

Luxembourg has a modern, well-maintained system of highways and secondary roads.  Road signs and markings are clear and, as applicable, worded in French.  Streets in the city, construction sites and crossroads are well illuminated at night.  On highways, a digital alert system warns drivers of incidents or detours.  Roads towards and out of Luxembourg City are congested during the morning and evening rush hour.  Visitors should drive defensively in high-volume commuter traffic.  During the fall and winter, fog and ice can cause sudden slowdowns on highways and secondary roads. 

In case of a car accident involving injury or dispute, it is advisable for a foreigner to call the police at 113. The police will make an official assessment of the accident’s circumstances that can consequently be used if further legal action becomes necessary. 

The daily mix of drivers from Luxembourg and its three neighboring countries results in a variety of driving practices and courtesies.  While most drivers respect speed limits, traffic signals, and rules, others do not.  Vehicle maintenance for cars registered in Luxembourg is controlled by the mandatory yearly car inspection; police can perform random road checks at any time.  The possibility of encountering an intoxicated driver increases on weekends, especially during the late evening hours.  Driving while intoxicated may result in penalties including imprisonment from 8 days up to two years plus a fine of 251 to 5000 Euros (approximately US$310 to US$6,260). 

Public transportation throughout the country, including bus services and taxis, is highly developed and is considered very safe. 

Emergency road services in Luxembourg are excellent.  For breakdown and towing service call the ACL (Automobile Club Luxembourg) at 26000 (www.acl.lu).  In case of an accident, call 112 for a medical emergency and 113 for the police. 

Please refer to our Road Safety page for more information at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1179.html.  Visit the web site of Luxembourg's national tourist office at www.ont.lu and national authority responsible for road safety at www.police.public.lu.  

AVIATION SAFETY OVERSIGHT:  The U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has assessed the Government of Luxembourg as being in compliance with ICAO international aviation safety standards for oversight of Luxembourg’s air carrier operations.  For more information, travelers may visit the FAA’s internet web site at www.faa.gov/avr/iasa/index.cfm. 

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES:   Luxembourg customs authorities may enforce strict regulations concerning temporary importation into or export from Luxembourg of items such as live animals, plants, endangered species, medication (except for personal use), firearms and ammunition, cultural artifacts, alcoholic beverages and tobacco products.  It is advisable to contact the Embassy of Luxembourg in Washington or one of Luxembourg’s consulates in the United States for specific information regarding customs requirements.  The amount of imported currency is not limited. The Euro is the official currency in Luxembourg, and at the same time the valid currency in several other European countries.  Please see our information on customs regulations at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1468.html. 

Luxembourg does not allow dual nationality.  When obtaining Luxembourg nationality either through option or naturalization, the former nationality must be renounced.  Luxembourg’s government has announced that dual nationality will be introduced in 2006. 

CRIMINAL PENALTIES:  While in a foreign country, a U.S. citizen is subject to that country's laws and regulations, which sometimes differ significantly from those in the United States and may not afford the protections available to the individual under U.S. law.  Penalties for breaking the law can be more severe than in the United States for similar offenses.  Persons violating Luxembourg’s laws, even unknowingly, may be expelled, arrested or imprisoned.  Penalties for possession, use, or trafficking in illegal drugs in Luxembourg are severe, and convicted offenders can expect long jail sentences and heavy fines.  Engaging in illicit sexual conduct with children or using or disseminating child pornography in a foreign country is a crime, prosecutable in the United States.  For more information visit http:// travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1467.html. 

CHILDREN'S ISSUES:  For information on international adoption of children and international parental child abduction, see the Office of Children’s Issues website at http://travel.state.gov/family/family_1732.html. 

REGISTRATION / EMBASSY LOCATION:   Americans living or traveling in Luxembourg are encouraged to register with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate through the State Department’s travel registration website, https://travelregistration.state.gov, and to obtain updated information on travel and security within Luxembourg.  Americans without Internet access may register directly with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.  By registering, American citizens make it easier for the Embassy or Consulate to contact them in case of emergency. The U.S. Embassy is located at 22, Blvd Emmanuel Servais, L-2535 Luxembourg City, phone: (352) 460123 (available 24/7), fax: (352) 461401. Consular Section phone: (352) 460123-2213, Consular section fax: (352) 461939, email: Luxembourgconsular@state.gov.  

The U.S. Embassy's Internet address is http://www.amembassy.lu. 

*     *     *

This replaces the Consular Information Sheet dated November 29, 2004, to update the section on Crime.

Complements of

Political Asylum Research

And Documentation Service (PARDS) LLC

145 Witherspoon Street

Princeton, New Jersey 08542

www.pards.org
Phone: 1 (609) 497 – 7663

politicalasylum@gmail.com
Internal File: Luxembourg(ConsularInformationSheet)U.S.DepartmentofState(July7,2005)

                                                                                        Complements of www.pards.org
                                                                                        Princeton, New Jersey 08542

